
AUTHENTIC AND SIMPLIFIED MATERIALS ON STUDENTS’ 

WRITING ABILITY OF RECOUNT TEXT 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

By 

Ida Fitri Mardaningsih 

 

 

Theoretically, writing is one of the important productive skills in English 

language teaching that must be learnt by the students in the school. To make a 

good piece of writing, the writer has to pay attention the several aspects including; 

content, organization, language use, vocabulary, and mechanics. Therefore, the 

English teachers have to apply the appropriate materials like authentic and 

simplified materials that they want to explore in writing class, especially about the 

recount text. 

 

The objective of this research was to find out whether there was difference on 

writing ability in recount text of the students who were taught by using authentic 

materials and those who were simplified materials.  

 

This research used quantitative method which had conducted to 32 students in X 

IPA2 as experimental class 1 and 32 students in X IPA3 as experimental class 2 at 

Senior High School Negeri 3 Metro. There were two groups of the pre-test and the 

post-test designs because the researcher investigated the difference on writing 

ability in recount text of the students who were taught by using authentic 

materials and those who were simplified materials. The pre-test was conducted in 

both experimental classes before giving treatment to know the result of students’ 

basic writing ability. Then, the post-test was conducted in both experimental 

classes after giving treatment to find out the students’ increase of writing. The 

data were analyzed by using Independent Group t-test. 

 

The finding of the research revealed that there was a significant difference on 

writing ability in recount text of the students who were taught by using authentic 

and those who were simplified materials. It could be seen from the significant 

value was the smaller than alpha (Sign.<, 0.01<0.05). In this case, the result of 

this research showed that there was different students’ writing ability of recount 

text who were taught by using authentic and simplified materials in terms of three 

aspects of writing; content, language use, and vocabulary. The students who were 

taught through authentic materials were better in writing recount text in terms of 

content and vocabulary rather than those who were taught through simplified 

materials. Meanwhile, the students who were taught through simplified materials 

were better than those who were taught through simplified materials in writing 

recount text in terms of language use. According to the findings, the teachers are 

recommended to be careful while selecting appropriate materials for the writing 

classes based on students’ level and need. Then, the further researchers are able to 

modify the authentic materials into simplified materials in order to make the 

students are interested in reading the text. 


