
I. INTRODUCTION

This chapter deals with the problem of this research. It consists of background of

the problems, identification of the problems, limitation of the problems,

formulation of the research questions, objectives of the research, and uses that are

used in this research.

1.1. Background of Problems

Reading is very important, because the readers can understand what the text tells

about. The students need to read the text first before they start translating the text.

Translation is also important, because translation is ultimately a human activity

which enables human beings to exchange ideas and thoughts regardless of the

different language used. The concrete problem between reading and translating

that often happens can be seen in the teaching and learning process. When the

students do not read the text better, they will get difficulties in translating.

Relating to the aim of reading, someone can find the information he/she needs

with the specific information. Reading help the reader get what they want to

know. In addition, by reading we are able to learn much about the meaning of

culture, practice and forms of culture. Then, we are passing along the bridge

toward a new knowledge, life, and livelihood.
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According to pre-observation which has been done by the researcher. The

researcher found some problems in SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Trimurjo. The

problems are: tr the students’ reading skill is poor, the students did not know

mostly the meaning of the difficult words found in a reading text, some of

students tended to be lazy in reading a text, English teachers’ skill is not good

enough in supporting students’ reading skill, the students did not feel enthusiastic

with the teaching learning process especially in reading activity, the technique

used by the teacher is not appropriate with the students, the students can not find

the main idea of the passage with very long sentences, and some of the students

have good translation but they are afraid to read fear being wrong or not. The

researcher found that there were some students who had low translation skill and

reading skill in first grade of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Trimurjo. For example the

students’ translation achievement was poor and some of students tended to be lazy

in reading text.

Regarding to the explanation above, the current curriculum decides the students to

master reading, so the researcher is interested in investigating the possible

correlative between translating skill and students’s reading ability. In this study,

the writer decides to design a problem to be investigated with the title “correlative

between students’ translating skill and reading comprehension in first grade of

SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Trimurjo”. The translation test and reading test will be

used in this research.
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1.2. Identification of the problems

Based on the background above, the researcher would like to identify the

problems as follows

1. The students did not know mostly the meaning of the difficult words found

in a reading text so, they need to try to keep translating  any difficult

words they found by asking their friends or their teacher.

2. Translating skill of students had not reached high level,

3. The students reading comprehension was poor,

4. Some of the students tended to be lazy in reading a text,

5. The students did not feel enthusiastic with the teaching learning process

especially in reading activity

6. Some of the students had good translation but they are afraid to read fear

being wrong or not.

1.3. Limitation of the Problems

Based on the identification of the problems above, the researcher focussed on two

problems because some of students had low translation and reading ability, so the

researcher limited the problem into:

1. Students’ reading comprehension.

2. Students’ translation ability.
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1.4. Formulation of the Research Questions

Relating to limitation of the problems stated before, the researcher formulates the

problem as follow:

Is there any correlation between students’ translating ability and their reading

comprehension at the first grade of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Trimurjo?

1.5. Objectives of the Research

In line with the formulation of the research question above, the objective of this

research as follow:

To find out whether there is correlation between students’ translating ability

and their reading comprehension at the first grade of SMA Muhammadiyah 1

Trimurjo.

1.6. Uses of the Research

The findings are expected to be useful both theoritically and practically:

1.) Theoretically, to support the previous theories on reading and translating.

2.) Practically, the results of the research are expected to be useful as reference
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for the English teaching particularly and also to the English teachers because

reading comprehension can be used to improve students’ translation ability

That was the introduction of this research. In this chapter, several points had been

discussed consisting of the background of the problems, identification of the

problems, limitation of the problems, research questions, objectives of the

research, and uses. Then the next chapter will discuss the theoretical background

of this research.


