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III. RESEARCH METHOD 

 

 

A. Setting of the Research 

 
This research was intended to find out the result of applying song as media to 

increase students’ pronunciation ability. Researcher found that students in 5th 

grade of SDN 2 Rukti Harjo Lampung Tengah had difficulties in pronouncing 

English words consist of friction consonant, particularly /ð/, /θ/ and /∫/ sounds. 

This problem was found when researcher gave students oral test of reading a short 

text. 

 
The subject of the research was students in 5th grade of SDN Rukti Harjo, 

Kecamatan Seputih Raman, Kabupaten Lampung Tengah. The research used one 

class of 5th grade, (5b) which consist of 22 students and they have low score in 

pronunciation. Based on the pre-research observation, researcher found that 

students have low ability in producing English sounds, especially friction 

consonant. It can be seen from the result of oral test, when teacher asked students 

to read a short text. There were only about 18.18% (4 students) who have passed 

the passing grade of the test. 

 
In this Classroom Action Research, the class was taught by the English teacher of 

the school itself, and the researcher was acted as observer. The researcher made a 
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lesson plan which applied song as the media of teaching pronunciation. And for 

scoring the result of students’ pronunciation test, researcher did collaboration with 

the Teacher in order to make the result of the scoring became more valid. The 

sound of English that became the focus on this research was /ð/, /θ/, and /∫/ sounds 

of friction consonant. As researcher had explained before, that the reason why 

researcher chose those three sounds are so many children song consist of those 

three sounds, and it was because the material for students in fifth grade of 

Elementary School appropriate with those three friction consonants. This 

language component involved with integrative in reading aloud skill. 

 

B. General Description of the Research 

 
The research was a classroom action research conducted based on the problem 

faced by the students and the English teacher. In doing the research, the researcher 

did it in collaboration with the English teacher to improve the students’ 

pronunciation ability using song as the media. 

 
While the teacher was applying song as teaching media in the classroom, the 

researcher observed the students’ activities and also the teacher’s performance. 

Besides, the teacher also observed the weaknesses of the first cycle in order to 

make improvement on the next cycle. During the teaching and learning process, 

the teacher held a pronunciation test by asking the students to practice a short 

simple dialogue. This test was scored by both researcher and teacher. The teacher 

graduated from diploma III English. She also graduated as a Bachelor from 

Economic Faculty. When she took S I Economic, she decided to take D III 

English in the same University.  
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After that, the teacher and the researcher analyzed the result of the pronunciation 

test, and also the result of the observation. The teacher and the researcher also did 

reflection after knowing the result of the analysis. Based on the analysis and 

reflection, it was decided whether the second cycle must be held or not, and the 

second cycle was focused on eradicating the weaknesses in the first cycle. 

 

C. Research Procedures 

Classroom Action Research (CAR) in this research consists of two cycles. Every 

cycle has four stages: planning an action, implementation of action, observation, 

and analysis and reflection (Arikunto, 2006:16). 

In this classroom action research, the researcher held two cycles because the 

objectives and the indicators of the research could have been fulfilled only in two 

cycles, for that reason, the third cycle was not needed. The first cycle was done 

based on the problem of the research, and then the second cycle was conducted 

after the analysis and reflection from the first cycle. 

The procedures involved in this study were: planning the action, implementing the 

action, observing, and analysis and reflection. 

1. Planning 

Based on the problem of the research, the researcher prepared the lesson 

plan, selected the material from the textbook, and prepared the 

pronunciation test for the students and also observation sheets that were 
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filled out when the researcher was observing the students’ activities and 

the teacher’s performance. 

2. Action 

In this step, the teacher implemented song as the teaching media while she 

was teaching pronunciation. The teacher taught the material about animal. 

In teaching, the teacher involved the students’ participation, so that the 

students got accustomed to using English for oral communication, she also 

gave example about what the students must do for the pronunciation test.  

Next, the teacher let the students practice doing it in pairs. Then the 

teacher held the pronunciation test by asking them to practice reading 

aloud a short simple dialogue. In doing the pronunciation test, the teacher 

used a recorder to record the students’ voice. Scoring the students’ 

pronunciation ability was done after the teaching and learning process 

over. In doing this, both researcher and an inter rater listened to the record 

of the students’ voices and then determined the scores of each student.  

1. Observation and Interpretation 

Observation was done by the researcher during the teaching and learning 

process. Here, the teacher was the English teacher of the school itself, and the 

observer was the researcher. The instrument which was used by the researcher 

to observe was observation sheet of students’ activities, and observation sheets 

of teacher performance.  The researcher observed the students’ activities and 

also the teacher’s performance, then the result of the observation was filled out 
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in the observation sheets. Besides observing, the researcher also interpreted 

the result of the observation.  

       

2. Analysis and Reflection 

In this step, the researcher and the teacher analyzed the result of the 

pronunciation test of the students as the learning product. The researcher also 

analyzed the students’ activities gained from the observation sheet of students’ 

activities, and the teacher’s performance from observation sheet of teacher’s 

performance. It was done to find out the improvement after the teacher 

implemented the imagination activity in the classroom. After analyzing the 

result of observation which was taken from the observation sheets, the 

researcher together with the teacher did reflection to discover the weaknesses 

and strengths of implementing song as media to teach pronunciation, and also 

to know the problems faced by both teacher and students during teaching and 

learning process. By doing so, the researcher and the teacher knew what 

should be improved for the next cycle. Since the indicators of the research 

could not be fulfilled in the first cycle, the researcher together with the teacher 

decided to hold the second cycle to make betterment.  

The design of the CAR used in this study is presented in the next figure below. 
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D. Indicator of the Research 

 
To find out the success of this Classroom Action Research, the researcher 

determined the indicators, which deal with the learning product and the learning 

process. 

1. Learning Process 

 
In learning process, there were two aspects which became the focus of 

this research they were, the students’ activities and the teacher’s 

performance. To set the target of the success of this CAR, the researcher 

also does a discussion with the English teacher of that school. The target 

determined by the researcher and the teacher concerning the students’ 

activities is 80%. So, if 80% of students were actively involved in 

teaching and learning activities when song was being implemented, it 

means that song as media to teach pronunciation can make the students 

active in teaching and learning activities. The researcher and the techer 

decided to set 80% as the target since according to Arikunto (1993), if 

more than 75% of students are actively involved in teaching and learning 

activities, it can be categorized as a good level. 

 
Besides observing the students’ activities, the researcher also observed 

the teacher’s performance during teaching and learning process. It is 

expected that teacher’s score for her teaching performance can reach 70. 

So, if the teacher can get 70 in her teaching performance, it means she 

can teach the students very well. There were some aspects that was 

scored for the teacher’s performance, they were opening the lesson, 
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giving questions, doing variation, explaining the lesson, managing the 

class, giving motivation, closing the lesson, implementing language 

proficiency. 

 

2. Learning Product 

 
Learning product was focused on the production of sound/ students’ 

pronunciation for certain sound that students mostly had difficulty in 

pronouncing (/ð/, /θ/, and /∫/). Here, researcher recorded students when 

they were reading a short dialogue in pair.  

 
There were some aspects observed in the scoring system promoted by 

Shohamy Elana (1985:183). The aspects were as follow: 

1. Phonemic contrasts is also called phonemic different. The substitution 

of one another, it means if a speech sound can be substituted by other 

speech sounds resulting different meaning thus is called phonemic 

contrasts (Rose, 2002:176). 

2. Phonemic inaccuracy can be seen as inaccurate pronunciation of the 

sound of the language (Rose, 2002:176). 

3. Accent is signaled by a fall and down pitch of the syllable, can also be 

called as stress in words (Rose, 2002:160). 

4. Phonemic error is an unconscious mistake in articulating a sound of the 

language. 

As the result of the test, the score refered to the rating scale defined by 

Shohamy Elana (1985: 183). The criteria are as follow: 
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Table 7: of Shohamy Elana Rating Scale  

Score Aspect of Scoring System 

0 Unintelligible to native speaker 

1 Frequent gross error, very heavy accents. There is few or no 

phonemic contrast 

2 Some phonemics inaccuracy with much all phonemic inaccuracy, 

foreign accents that requires careful listening, mispronunciation leads 

to occasional 

3 Identifiable deviation in pronunciation, but with no phonemic errors. 

Foreign accents evident occasional miss pronunciation occur but do 

not interfere some understanding 

4 No consistent or conspicuous miss pronunciation, but because of 

occasional would not to taken for native speaker 

5 Native pronunciation like, no trace of foreign accent. 

 

The score of a student was taken by the two raters, they were researcher 

and the English teacher, and the score was totaled and divided by the 

number of the teacher to get the final score. The calculation as follows: 

   Final score: Score teacher 1 + score teacher 2 
           Number of Teacher 
  

The standard of the score was at level 3 Shohamy Elana’s rating scale. It 

referred to the ability of students in producing English sound, in better 

way, hearable, understandable although with some different native 

speaker’s accent. Here, if the number of students who were able to reach 

score 3 were up to 75%, this result of learning product was achieve the 

passing grade. 
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E. Instrument of the Research 

 
To collect the data, researcher needed two kinds of instrument; 1) observation 

sheets and 2) pronunciation test. Each kind of instrument is explained as follows: 

1. Observation sheets 

 
Observation was conducted in every cycle during the teaching learning 

process.  When teaching and learning process occurred, the researcher 

observed the process happened in the classroom. The researcher used 

structured observation (see appendix 6 and 7) to know the students’ 

activities and also the teacher’s performance in the classroom. So there 

were two kinds of observation sheets filled out by the researcher; the 

observation sheet for the students’ activities and the observation sheet for 

the teacher’s performance. Besides, the researcher also made some 

necessary notes in the observation sheet concerning the students’ activities 

and teacher’s performance. 

 

2. Pronunciation test 

 
The test was conducted by asking students to read a simple dialogue in 

pair consisting (/ð/, /θ/, and /∫/) and it was recorded, researcher and 

teacher analyzed the result based on Shohamy Elana’s rating scale. The 

test was administered at the end of every cycle in the learning process. 
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F. Data Analysis 

 
In analyzing the data, the researcher classified the data into two categories; the 

data of the learning process and the learning product. The data analysis was 

done during and after the data had been collected from every cycle (1st and 2nd 

cycles). If the data from the first cycle had been collected, the researcher as 

the observer together with the teacher analyzed the data and did reflection 

based on them. From the analysis and reflection, the researcher knew the 

weaknesses and strengths from the first cycle. Besides, both researcher and 

teacher knew what should be improved for the next cycle. 

 

1.  Learning product 

 
To know the learning product, the researcher used pronunciation test to 

collect the data. There were some steps that were used to analyze the data 

from the test: 

a. Giving the pronunciation test to the students, by using reading aloud 

b. Giving the scores of the result of the test 

c. Calculating the number and the percentage of the students who get 

score  that is 3 or higher than 3 

To know the percentage of the students who get ≥ 3, the following 

formula is being used: 

  Number of students who get ≥ 3 
 X 100% 

Total number of students 
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2. Learning Process 

To get the data from the learning process, the researcher used 

observation sheets. The result of observation sheets was analyzed after 

every cycle had been conducted. 

a. Observation 

Since the observation was done for observation of the students’ 

activities and also the teacher’s performance, the researcher 

analyzed the result of the observation separately. 

 
In analyzing the data from observing the students’ activities, the 

researcher counted number of students who were actively involved 

in the teaching learning activities and also calculated the percentage 

of the students. In addition the researcher made abstraction or 

description then select the important ones which related to the 

activities of the students. 

 
Meanwhile, in analyzing the data from observing the teacher’s 

performance, the researcher did the following steps: 

 
1. Counting the total score 

In this step, the researcher counted the sum of scores from all 

aspects. The aspects scored were opening the lesson, doing 

apperception, explaining the lesson, apply teaching 

pronunciation through song, managing the class, giving 

motivation, closing the lesson, implementing language 

proficiency. 
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2. Counting the average score 

 
The average score was important to be decided in order to 

decide if the teacher had been reached the indicator or not. 

To find out the average score the following formula was used: 

 
6

scoreTotal
scoreAverage   

 
Note:  

6 is used since there are 6 aspects to be scored. 

 

It was similar to the students’ activities; to analyze the teacher’s 

performance the researcher also made some descriptions from 

the collected data which enriched and supported the result of the 

analysis. 

 
 
 
 


