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The aim of this study was to find out whether there was a difference of speech act
set of refusal between high proficiency and low proficiency students. This
research was qualitative research. The subjects were 5 students who had 6.5
IELTS score or higher and 5 students who had 5 IELTS score or lower. A
speaking test with roleplay method were used to collect the data. The result of this
research showed that high proficiency students produce more uterances to express
refusal than those with low proficiency level. This indicates that higher
proficiency students produce various uterances in the three different social
contexts; refusing professors (+Power, +Distance), friends (-Power, +Distance),
and a staff members (-Power, +Distance).
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