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ABSTRACT 

 
 

IMPROVING STUDENT’S SPEAKING SKILL BY USING PROJECT- 

BASED LEARNING IN THE ELEVENTH GRADE OF SMK NEGERI 2 

BANDAR LAMPUNG 

 
 

By 

 
 

Nanda Nur Rohmah 

 

 

 

Project-based learning is a method that makes student can choose their own 

project. This research aims to improvement of students’ speaking skills using 

project-based learning among the eleventh-grade geomatic student Smk 

Negeri 2 Bandar Lampung. The design of this research was one design pre- 

test and post-test consisted of three meetings. The subject of the research was 

the students of class XI which consisted of 27 students. The instrument of this 

research was. The result of students speaking skills in terms of aspect speaking 

and test, treatment I, and treatment 2 The research showed that there was 

a significant improvement in the students speaking skills used by project-

based learning. This statement could be proven by The result of the post-test 

was higher than the result of the pre-test. The highest score of the pretest was 

74 and the highest score of the post-test was 80. The gain score was 15,41. 

Teaching English speaking through project-based learning with an interesting 

way, enjoyable, and relaxed situation improved the students’ interest in 

learning English is a good result because they got improvement in speaking 

and students speaking skills could be improved through Project- Based 

Learning implementation and it also provided an opportunity for the students 

to become more creative and engaged in the interaction moreover, project-

based learning activities have made students build knowledge and think 

critically. 

 

Keywords: project-based learning, speaking skill, improving students speaking 

skill 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

This chapter describes the background of the problem, formulation of the research, 

objectives of the research, scope of the research, and definition of terms. 

1.1 Background of the research 

 

English is known as an international language or lingua franca, the language used 

for communication tools in the global realm. Mastering English is very important 

for communicating, especially in the academic field. There are so many teachers 

and instructors who suggest their students have good communication skills to 

support their studies. Speaking skill is one component skill in English as a Foreign 

Language essential to master. This is similarly expressed by Richards (2008) and 

Bahadorfar & Omidvar (2014) stated that speaking skill is a productive skill and 

become the main priority that must be mastered by students in the learning and 

teaching process of foreign languages. 

In Indonesia, English is use as a foreign language. And rarely use as an intermediate 

language for everyday communication Broughton (2003). Then, the students used 

English only in classroom, and some special requirements were used in aptitude 

tests. As a compulsory subject at each educational level, English is intended for 

students of at least six years (middle and high school). and some elementary schools 

include English as a subject in their school. 
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Related to the importance of mastering English-speaking skills, however, students 

tend to face many difficulties in speaking. Shen and Chiu (2019) stated that 

difficulties faced by students in speaking English were psychological problems 

(e.g., nervousness, fear of making mistakes, and lack of confidence), linguistic 

problems (e.g., insufficient vocabulary, grammar, expressions, insufficient 

sentences organization, etc.), and environmental problems (e.g., lack of learning 

context for English conversation). 

However, Haryudin, (2017) stated that the critical problem that is faced by many 

students is how to be able to speak English well. And he found that there are still 

many students who cannot speak English even though they studied English from 

kindergarten till senior high school and it is around 11 years since they studied 

English in school. And they also take courses for studying English but they still 

faced the same difficulties in increasing their English skills, especially speaking. 

Akmal (2018) also shows that students have problems speaking English. and he 

found that students' speaking ability is still low, inadequate, and far from 

expectations. Students also do not pay too much attention in class. Then, they had 

low an interest in learning sometimes they can be shy, nervous, and lack confidence 

when answering questions or presentations from teachers. They are also unable to 

express their ideas with proper vocabulary and correct grammatical form during 

presentations. The student speaks English in 2-3 sentences and can switch between 

the native language which is (the Javanese language) and second the language is 

(the Indonesian language). 
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There are many ways to help students learn to speak. One way to do that is through 

project-based learning. Levin (2001) stated that "project-based learning is a 

teaching method that encourages learners to apply critical thinking, problem- 

solving skills, and content knowledge to real-world problems. "real-world problems 

and problem more active as facilitators to guide students in the learning process. 

According to Patton (2012), Project-based learning is one of the recommended 

methods. Project-based learning refers to an approach that allows "students to 

design, plan, and complete an extension project that produces publicly available 

output, such as a product, publication, or presentation". 

Finally, as a suitable method, project-based learning is recommended for teachers 

to use Project Based- Learning (PJBL) in speaking classes and to solve those 

entire problems. In Project-based learning, the students not only study the language 

but the students also learn how to use that language in their daily life, besides, it 

leads the students to be critical thinking, and become active learners, and the class 

would be fun and dynamic because the students can do a project based on their own 

creativity and usually it would be easier to explain and to present our own creation 

to other people. Based on the ideas above, the researcher implemented project-based 

learning in the speaking class. Hence, the researcher would conduct a study entitled 

"IMPROVING STUDENTS SPEAKING SKILS BY USING PROJECT- BASED 

LEARNING. 
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1.2. Research Question 

 

Based on the background of the problem previously presented, there are two 

questions formulated for the study as follows: 

1. Is there any significant improvement in students speaking ability after being 

taught by using Project Based Learning? 

2. How is each aspect improved after being taught by using project-based 

learning? 

1.3 The objective of the research 

 

In relation to the research, statements mentioned above, the general objective of this 

study is to improve the students' speaking skills. Specifically, it aims: 

1.  To investigate the improvement of students’ speaking ability after being taught 

by using project-based learning in an English classroom at XI Geomatic 1 in 

SMK N 2 Bandar Lampung. 

2.  To know how each aspect of speaking is mostly improved by project-based 

learning 

1.4 Uses of the research 

 

The result of this research would be expected to contribute some significant 

theoretical and practical. 

1. Theoretically this research also gives more information or reliable reference 

for secondary teachers to improve the students’ speaking skills. 

2. Practically, the researcher gives a real sample and experience to the other 

researcher and the reader in the way of Project-Based Learning to improve the 

students’ speaking skills. And the findings of this research would be expected 
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for all teachers and learners in order that they are able to understand and 

implemented the method for improving students speaking skills. 

1.5 Scope of this research 

 

The researcher was conduct in eleventh grade students of SMK N 2 Bandar 

Lampung. in the academic year 2022/ which focusing on students’ speaking skills 

by using Project Based Learning in procedure text. Procedure text was used as the 

material of the learning process since procedure text is contained in ATP (alur 

tujuan pembelajaran) for vocational high school. 

1.6 Definition of Terms 

 

There are some definitions or word used in this research that needs further 

explanation to avoid readers’ confusion. 

1.6.1 Project-Based Learning 
 

Project-based learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and 

skill by working for an extended period to investigate and respond to a complex 

question, problem, or challenge. Also, project-based learning gives the students’ 

complex assignments based on challenging questions or problems that involve 

students in design, problem-solving, decision-making, or inquiry activities and 

provide the opportunity to work independently for relatively long periods of time 

with a real product or presentation. 

1.6.2 Teaching Speaking Skill 
 

Speaking is the productive skill of language to express ideas and send messages to 

listeners, teaching speaking is a process where a teacher helps the students to 
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provide and to facilitate them to obtain the learning goal which is to improve their 

performance in speaking skill. 

1.6.3 To improve 

 

To improve, in this study, means to had a significant improvement to achieve the 

criteria of success in speaking skills in this research, to improve is to focus on 

student’s speaking ability by using Project Based learning method. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER II 

LIRETATURE REVIEW 

 

 

This chapter concerns about the literature review that used in this study: concept 

of speaking skill, teaching speaking, concept of project-based learning, 

characteristics of a successful speaking activity, speaking teaching strategies, the 

definition of project-based learning, forms of project-based learning, the benefits of 

project-based learning the teaching of speaking skills by using project-based 

learning methods. 

2.1 Concept of Speaking 

 

There are many definitions of speaking according to experts but speaking is an 

important tool in human daily life, and how people interact with others According 

to Rahman (1995) stated that speaking is a means of oral communication that 

involved two elements, namely the speaker who gave the messages and the listener 

who receives the message, in other words, the oral communication involves the 

productive skill of speaking and the receptive skill of speaking. 

Burns in Bachtiar (2006) stated that speaking is a means of oral communication in 

expressing ideas, information, and feeling to others. It is the most essential way in 

which the speaker can express himself through language. Learning to speak 

developed several complex skills and different types of knowledge about when and 

how to communicate. In the other words, speaking was used to communicate 



8  

with others. From the definition above the researcher can conclude that speaking 

is a productive skill and symbol produced by the speaker to communicate with the 

listener to share meaning. 

2.2 Kinds of Speaking 

 

There are two kinds of speaking, they are; 

 

a. Speaking Performance. 

 
Manser (1991) states that performance is the person’s process or manner of flay. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that speaking performance is the way of one’s 

manner in speaking. Speaking performance in oral presentation is often used to 

assess the student’s speaking skills because it helps teachers to see the level of 

students speaking skills. Besides, speaking performance in oral presentation is 

also helpful to train the students to convey their ideas formally. 

b. Speaking Competency 

 

Manser (1991) defines that competency as the ability skill, and knowledge to do 

something. Competency in speaking is a whole package in mastering the language 

to be spoken orally, meaning that students can speak the language spontaneously 

with appropriate grammar and unburdened situations. Then, through this basic 

definition, it can be concluded that speaking competency is one’s ability to speak. 

It is supported by adequate skill and knowledge and not assessed by how it was 

delivered. For further information, we are somewhat confused. Therefore, to make 

differentiate between competency and performance. The differentiation between 

competency and performance as the overt 
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manifestation of the ability competence is what one-day-only performance can be 

developed, maintained, and evaluated. 

2.3 Aspect of speaking 

 

Speaking is not only speaking whatever people want to say, but they also should 

make the partner who speaks to them understand on what they talk about. There are 

some scoring categories for assessing speaking, according to Harris (1974) there 

are five components of speaking skill concerned with comprehension, grammar, 

vocabulary, pronunciation, and fluency. 

 

1. Comprehension 

 

In speaking, comprehension is the power of understanding an exercise aimed at 

improving or testing one understanding of a language in written or spoken or refers 

to the speakers’ understanding of what are they saying to the listeners to avoid 

misunderstanding information; in addition, comprehension is to make the listeners 

easily catch the information from the speaker. 

 

2. Grammar 

 

Grammar is needed for students to arrange a correct sentence in conversation. It is 

in line with the explanation by Heaton (1978) who stated that students' ability to 

manipulate the structure and to distinguish appropriate grammatical form 

appropriateness. Moreover, Nelson (2001) stated that grammar is the study of how 

words combine to form sentences. From the statement above can be concluded that 

grammar is a rule that is needed for the students to combine correct sentences in 

conversation both in written and oral forms. 
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3. Vocabulary 

 

Vocabulary means the appropriate diction or the most important thing in a language 

especially in speaking; furthermore, by knowing many vocabularies it would be 

easier to express our ideas, feeling and thoughts both in oral or written form. 

Vocabulary means the appropriate diction or the most important thing in a language 

especially in speaking; furthermore, by knowing many vocabularies it would be 

easier to express our ideas, feeling and thoughts both in oral or written form. In 

spoken language, the vocabulary used must be very familiar and it is used in 

everyday conversation to understand the spoken discourse. Vocabulary is a basic 

building block of language learning. Students need to know words, their meanings, 

how they spelled, and how they are pronounced. When teaching vocabulary, the 

teachers must explain the meaning as well as the spelling and pronunciation. 

Vocabulary is the knowledge of the meanings of words. 

 

4. Pronunciation 

 

Pronunciation is the way for students to produce clearer language when they speak. 

It deals with the phonological process that refers to the component of a grammar 

made up of the elements and principles that determine how sounds vary and pattern 

in a language. There are two features of pronunciation; phonemes and 

suprasegmental features. From the statement above, the researcher concluded that 

pronunciation is the knowledge of studying about how the words in a language are 

produced clearly when people speak. In speaking, pronunciation plays a vital role 

to make the process of communication easy to understand. 
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5. Fluency 

 

Fluency is the ability to read, speak, or write easily, smoothly and expressively. In 

other words, the speaker can read, understand and respond in a language clearly and 

concisely while relating meaning and context. Fluency can be defined as the ability 

to speak fluently and accurately. Fluency in speaking is the aim of many language 

learners. Signs of fluency include a reasonably fast speed of speaking and only a 

small number of pauses. These signs indicate that the speaker does not have spent 

a lot of time searching for the language items needed to express the message. From 

the ideas above, the researcher concluded that another important component is 

fluency. 

 

2.4 Teaching Speaking 

 

Commonly teaching speaking only need practice moreover. So, the researcher 

believed that if a student always practices the English language, they should be able 

to master the English language easily. According to Richard, (2008). The 

understanding of speaking skills in English is a priority for many second-language 

or foreign-language learners. It shows that teaching speaking is important and need 

to be mastered by students because speaking allows students to communicate easily 

and make students easy to deliver their feeling or idea orally. 

However, the aim of teaching speaking skills should make student improved their 

communication skills because students can express their idea or feeling and learn 

how to use language. Today, many teachers agree that students should learn to 
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speak a foreign language by interacting with each other or practicing with their 

partners. In this case, students must master several components of speaking, such 

as pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, and fluency Syakur, (1987). 

In short, English teachers must be creative in developing their teaching and learning 

process to create good conditions in the class, improve students' speaking skills, pay 

attention to the speaking component, and make English lessons more interesting. 

According to Brown (2001), there are six categories that apply to the type of oral 

production that students are expected to do in class. They are: 

1. Imitative 

 

Imitative speaking is a kind of practicing intonation or trying to pinpoint a certain 

vowel sound. It is carried out not for the purpose of meaningful interaction, but for 

focusing on some element of language form. This activity is usually performed in 

form of drilling; 

2. Intensive 

 

Intensive speaking goes to one step beyond imitative to include any speaking 

performance that is design for practicing some grammatical aspect of language. It 

can be in the form of self-initiated or pair work activity; 

3. Responsive 

 

Responsive speaking is meant by being able to give replies to questions or 

comments in a meaningful and authentic one or requires students to respond to a 

teacher or the other student’s questions. For the example activities are question and 

answer, giving instruction and directions, and paraphrasing. 
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4. Transactional (dialogue) 

 

In this case, transactional is more done in the dialogue. It is aimed at conveying or 

exchanging specific information, an extended form of responsive language. 

5. Interpersonal 

 

Like in the transactional, interpersonal speaking here is also carried out in a 

dialogue. It is purposed for maintaining social relationships rather than for 

transmitting facts and information. These conversations are a little trickier for 

learners because they can involve some factors such as slang, ellipsis, sarcasm, a 

casual register, etc. This often makes the learners find it difficult to understand the 

language, or even misunderstood it. 

6. Extensive 

 

Extensive speaking here is mostly in the form of a monologue, in the practice, the 

advanced levels are called on to give extended monologues in the form of oral 

reports, summaries, or perhaps short speeches. 

 

2.5 Characteristics of A Successful Speaking Activity 

 

1. Learners talk a lot 

 

As much as possible of the period allocated to the activity is in fact occupied by 

learner talk. This may seem obvious but often is taken up with teacher talk or 

pauses. 

2. Participation is even 

 

Classroom discussion is not dominated by a minority of talk active participants: 

all get a chance to speak, and contributions are distributed. 
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3. Motivation is high 

 

Learners are eager to speak: because they are interested in the topic and have 

something new to say about it, or because they want to contribute to achieving a 

task objective. 

4. Language has levels of acceptance 

 

Learners express themselves in relevant utterances and they are easily understood 

by each other, and with an acceptable level of language accuracy 

 

2.6 Speaking Teaching Strategies 

 

Students often think that the ability to speak is the product of language learning, but 

speaking is also a crucial part of the language learning process. Effective instructors 

teach students speaking strategies using minimal responses, recognizing scripts, 

and using language to talk about language which they can use to help themselves 

expand their knowledge of the language. 

 

1. Using minimal responses 

 

Language learners who lack confidence in their ability to participate successfully in 

oral interaction often listen in silence while others do the talking. One way to 

encourage such learners to begin to participate is by helping them build up a stock 

of minimal responses that they can use in different types of exchanges. Such 

responses can be especially useful for beginners. Minimal responses are 

predictable, often idiomatic phrases that conversation participants use to indicate 

understanding, agreement, doubt, and other responses enabling a learner to focus 
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on what the other participant is saying, without having to simultaneously plan a 

response. 

2. Recognizing scripts 

 

Some communication situations are associated with a predictable set of spoken 

exchanges and a script. Greetings, apologies, compliments, invitations, and other 

functions that are influenced by social and cultural norms often follow patterns or 

scripts. So do the transactional exchanges involved in activities such as obtaining 

information and making a purchase. In these scripts, the relationship between a 

speaker’s turn and the one that follows it can often be anticipated. Instructors can 

help students to develop their speaking ability by making them aware of the 

scripts for different situations so that they can predict what they would hear and 

what they need to say in response. Through interactive activities, instructors can 

give students practice in managing and varying the language that different scripts 

contain. 

 

3. Using language to talk about language 

 

Language learners are often too embarrassed or shy to say anything when they do 

not understand another speaker or when they realize that a conversation partner did 

not understand them. Instructors can help students overcome this reticence by 

assuring them that misunderstanding and the need for clarification can occur in 

any type of interaction, whatever the participants of language skill levels. 

Instructors can also give students strategies and phrases to use for clarification and 

comprehension checks. by encouraging students to use clarification phrases in class 

when a misunderstanding occurs and by responding positively when they do, the 

instructor can create an authentic practice environment within the classroom 
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itself. As they develop control of various clarification strategies, students can gain 

confidence in their ability to manage the various communication situations that they 

may encounter outside the classroom. 

 

2.7 Project-Based Learning 

 

2.7.1 Definition of project-based learning 

 

Project-based learning is supportive for a second language and foreign language 

learning. Fried-Booth (2002), project-based learning is an approach that is 

popularly used to develop learners’ language learning in different levels and 

contexts. The project work is student-centered and focuses in the end product and 

is useful for learners to develop their language skills. Project Based Learning 

accommodates the students to design, plan, and carry out a product through a project 

(Fragoulis, 2009; Patton, 2012). 

 

According to Patton (2012) Project-based learning points to students designing, 

planning, and carrying out a project that produces a publicly- exhibited output 

such as a product, publication, or presentation. In implemented project-based 

learning the students not only study the language but also learn how to use that 

language in their daily life, besides, it leads the students to be critical thinking, 

become active learners, and the class would be fun and dynamic because the 

students can make projects based on their own creativity and usually would be 

easier to explain and present our own creations to other people. 
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Project-based learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and 

skill by working for an extended period to investigate and respond to a complex 

question, problem, or challenge. 

 

Therefore, we can assume that the implementation of project-based learning in 

language would promote students to have effective communication skills, both 

speaking and writing skills. Based on the explanation mentioned above, it can be 

concluded that project-based learning is able to accommodate the achievement of 

three Basic Competencies, namely attitudes, knowledge, and skills in the 

Indonesian merdeka curriculum. Therefore, project-based learning can be used as 

an alternative in implementing merdeka curriculum. 

 

2.7.2 Benefits of Project-Based Learning 

 

Fragoulis (2009) and Bell (2010) stated that there are many benefits of 

implementing project-based learning in teaching English as Foreign Language: 

1. Project based learning gives contextual and meaningful learning for 

students 

2. Project based learning can create optimal environment to practice speaking 

English. 

3. Project based learning can also make students actively engage in project 

learning 

4. Project based learning enhances the students‟ interest, motivation, 

engagement, and enjoyment. 

5. Project based learning promotes social learning that can enhance 

collaborative skills. 
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6. Project-based learning can give an optimal opportunity to improve 

students’ language skill. 

 

2.7.3 Disadvantages of Project-Based Learning 
 

According to Ivanova (2009), there are some disadvantages of using Project-Based 

Learning in teaching speaking. 

1.  The difficulty in implementing project based-learning is the inability of 

students to create a shared project vision among stakeholders and students are 

confused and do not know what to do next. If the teacher does not give clear 

instructions. 

2.  The research shows that although the PJBL approach is suitable for improving 

motivate of students, a single educational practice is not suitable all the time. 

3. The students and teachers need more time to prepare their learning activities. 

 

It would give an impact on the teaching-learning process, especially for 

teaching speaking. 

 

2.7.4 The stages of Project Based Learning (PJBL) 

 

Fragoulis (2009) stated that there are some stages of PJBL implementation. 

They are: 

1. Speculation 

 

In which teachers provide the choice of project topics initially based on curriculum 

and discuss them with the students. In this stage, teachers and students speculate 

possibilities that would lead to the projects smoothly (Bell, 2010). 
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However, for the beginner or lower-level students, teachers can choose the project 

by themselves but still consider the students‟ problem. 

 

2. Designing the project activities 

 

Referring to organizing the structure of a project activity that includes group 

formation, role assigning, methodology decision, information source, etc. (Bell, 

2010). 

 

 

3. Conducting the project activities 

 

At this stage the students work on what have been planning and designing in the 

previous stage. And, the students gather information, discuss it with their group 

member, consult problems encountered in their work with the teachers, and exhibit 

their final products that might be in form of presentation, performance, product, 

publication, etc. to the wider community such as other classes, teachers, foreigners, 

etc. 

 

4. Evaluation 

 

Fragoulis stated that evaluation is the assessment of activities from the participants 

and discussion about whether the initial aims and goals have achieved, 

implementation of the process, and final products. In the end students know their 

improvement and what are they have been learning. 

 

2.8 Teaching Speaking in Merdeka Curriculum. 

 

Speaking seems to be an important skill that a learner should acquire since one of 

the major responsibilities of any teacher working with English language learners 
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is to enable students to communicate effectively through oral language. Louma 

(2019) states that speaking is an important part of the curriculum in language 

teaching. Speaking is one of four English Foreign language skills to be learned by 

students at vocational schools. In addition, it is also supported of implementing 

 

Merdeka belajar Curriculum which is curriculum merdeka more relevant and 

interactive where learning through project activities was provide wider 

opportunities for students to actively explore actual issues, such as environmental, 

health, and other points to support character and competency development. 

Pancasila students. Through the Merdeka Curriculum, the students have more 

opportunities to know the interests, talents, needs, and abilities of students”. 

(Kemendikbud.go.id) And in the Merdeka curriculum, states that speaking is one of 

the skills in the standard content of the Alur Tujuan Pembelajaran (ATP) with a 

competency standard that reads” to understand the meaning of written and spoken 

procedural text, in the form of manuals and tips” (ATP DIKNAS 10.c.4 2021). 

The preparation of Learning Outcomes (CP) per phase also provides opportunities 

for students to learn according to their level of achievement (teaching at the right 

level), their needs, speed, and learning style in this occasion, the researcher was 

conducting research on students with phase F and the learning outcomes of 

listening-speaking reading watching, and writing presentations. So, the use of this 

Merdeka curriculum makes it easier for researchers to conduct research. and 

researchers can focus on learning outcomes with predetermined skills. 

 

Speaking skills are important for vocational school students, because graduates 

are prepared for the work force. Ready for work means the graduates have been 
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provided with working skills and capabilities in their respective fields. Besides the 

curriculum demands, normally one requirement of many job vacancies is 

proficiency in English. The preparation of Learning Outcomes (CP) per phase also 

provides opportunities for students to learn according to their level of achievement 

(teaching at the right level), their needs, speed, and learning style. On this occasion, 

the researcher was conducting the research on students with phase F and the learning 

outcomes of listening-speaking reading watching, and writing presentations. So, the 

use of this Merdeka curriculum makes it easier for researchers to conduct research. 

and researchers can focus on learning outcomes with predetermined skills. 

 

2.9 Previous Study 

 

There are some previous studies that discuss Project-based learning as the main tool 

for improving students speaking skills. Marlinda conducted the research. (2012) 

found, the results showed, there is a difference in the ability of creative thinking 

and scientific 2 performance between a group of students who studied with Project 

Based Learning and a group of students who learn by other methods. The results 

above proved to improve student learning outcomes so that teachers are encouraged 

to apply a learning-based learning model (PJBL). 

Another research conducted by Desi Ratna Sari Simbolon (2015) found, the sample 

of this research was 30 students of the Eleventh grade, Tehnik Instalasi Tenaga 

Listrik of SMK PGRI 3 CIMAHI. The students were assessed by using the 

speaking rubric by Brown 2004. The data were calculated by using SPSS. As the 

result, the technique can improve the student’s speaking skills. It is concluded 
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based on the data analyzed. In the first cycle, the students were categorized as poor 

and low English speaking while in the second and third cycles, the students showed 

significant achievement and were categorized as having good averages. This 

technique can be effective technique that can be used by teachers who want to 

improve students’ speaking skills. 

Diki Riswandi (2018) stated that Project Based Learning is a modern teaching 

method. The core idea of Project Based Learning is to connect students' experiences 

with school life and to provoke students to acquire new knowledge. This study aims 

to (1) describe to what extent the use of Project-based Learning can improve the 

students' speaking skills and (2) describe the teaching and learning process when 

Project-Based Learning was implemented in the class. The subject of the study is 

the seventh-grade students at one of the junior high schools in Surakarta. The 

method of the study was classroom action research with two cycles. Furthermore, 

the data was improvement in the students' speaking skills. 

Based on the previous studies. The researchers were conducting the study for the 

purpose of examining whether there is an increasing student speaking skills and the 

researchers did not find any information about which aspect of speaking mostly 

improved after being taught by using project-based learning. 

 

2.10 Theoretical Assumption 

 

In learning English, one of the skills that should be mastered the language is 

speaking. Speaking is the skill or ability of the students to express their idea and 

thought to other people. learn speaking skills not only to know grammar, 

vocabulary, and pronunciation but also students must understand ways to produce 
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language. The teacher makes some goals and should chose suitable method in 

teaching speaking. There are many students ‘who have difficulty in speaking 

English, such as a lack of vocabulary, afraid to speak, and get some ideas when they 

speak. Project-based learning comes to help students who have difficulty speaking, 

and the teacher would make the right media to make students interested in following 

the lesson. 



  

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

 

 

3.1 Research Design 

 

The researcher used a pre-experimental design which is the One-Group Pretest- 

Posttest Design Setiyadi (2018). A pre-test provides a measure of some attribute 

or characteristic that the researcher assessed for participants in an experiment before 

receiving treatment. A post-test is a measure of some attribute or characteristic that 

is assessed for participants in an experiment after a treatment. 

And it can be seen that: 
 
 

 
T1 : Pre-test 

 

X : Treatment 

T2 : Post-test 

 
 

3.2 Population and Samples 

 

1. The Population 

The population of this research were the eleventh-grade students of Geomatics 

SMK Negeri 2 Bandar Lampung in the 2022-2023 academic year. Each class 

contained 35 students, so the total population is 95 students. 

T1 X T2 
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2. The Sample 

 

The sample was representative of the larger group which is called the population. 

The way to select a sample is sampling process. The sample is the process of 

selecting several individuals for a study in such a way that the individuals represent 

the larger group from which they are selected. In the process of taking samples, the 

researcher was used a purposive sampling technique which is with the aim that 

the selected individuals or cases can represent cases that can answer the research 

problems. In taking the sample of research, researchers use existing theoretical 

foundations to conclude that the selected samples can represent the cases studied 

Setiyadi (2018). 

The samples of this research was the student of SMKN 2 Bandar Lampung at the 

grade Eleventh of Geomatics with 27 students for the academic year 2022/2023, In 

the process of carrying out this research, the researcher is also a collaborator with 

English teacher lessons, while the researchers themselves act as Observer (people 

who observe). 

 

3.3 Technique of Data Collection 

 

Data collection techniques used by researchers in this research are a pre-test (pre- 

test) and a final test (post-test). The technique of collecting data in this research 

uses quantitative data. 

1. Pretest (pre-test) The initial test was given before the treatment was given; 

the pretest is carried out to find out the English Language skills possessed 

by students before the implementation of the project-based learning. 
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2. Giving treatment (treatment) In this case, the researcher applied project- 

based learning in English language learning. 

3. Final test (post-test) After being given treatment, the next action is the 

post-test to determine the effect of using project-based learning. 

 

3.4 Research Procedures 

 

The procedures of the research were as follows: 

 

1. Determining the Problem 

 

This research arrived at the problems which happen in the learning process. Some 

of the students consider speaking English difficult, even though they were already 

at advanced level. They also only used English in the classroom activities and forgot 

it after the class is over. Although they have more capabilities to speak English, 

they did not practice English except inside the classroom and they critical thinking 

is low make they also have little chance to express their idea because of the limited 

time in the classroom and the number of students which made not all the students 

could perform their speaking skills in the classroom. 

 

2. Selecting and Determining the Population and Sample 

 

The population of the research was the whole Eleventh grade students of SMK N 

2 Bandar Lampung Geomatics which consists of 95 students. The sample is one 

class eleventh geomatic which is consist of approximately 27 learners. 

 

3. Selecting the Instruments and the Materials 

 

The instrument is a speaking test. The materials were dealing with the Merdeka 

curriculum and were based on the core and basic competence that they used in 

English teaching-learning which is related to project-based learning. 



27  

 

4. Administering the Pretest 

 

The pretest was administered before treatment of which aim is to know the students’ 

speaking skill before giving the treatment through doing a speaking test. 

 

5. Conducting the Treatments 

 

The treatments were administered three meetings. Each meeting consists of 90 

minutes. The activities were meaningful contexts such as students work in pairs. 

They worked in group to learn more about speaking English. They did repetition 

to speak English in each treatment. 

 

6. Administering post-test 

 

The post–test was given to the students to get their achievement and their 

improvement in speaking English. 

 

7. Analyzing the Test Result (pre-test and post-test) 

 

The score of all the tests were compared to see whether the score having any 

improvement. Three raters did the analysis to avoid subjectivity of the test results. 

The first rater is the author herself, and the second and the third rater is the English 

teacher class in SMK NEGERI 2 Bandar Lampung. 

 

3.5 Research Instrument 

 

The researcher applied the use of speaking test as the instrument and to collect the 

data the researcher used pre-test and post-test. The pre-test is aim to know the 

student’s speaking skills before treatment while the post-test aims to find out 

whether the students speaking develops after the treatment. 
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3.6 Validity and Reliability of the Instruments 

 

Reliability and validity are the indicators to determine the quality of a measuring 

instrument. The validity and reliability of the instrument used in this research are as 

follows: 

 

3.6.1 Validity 

 

According to Hatch and Farhadi (1982), there are two basic types of validity; 

content validity and construct validity. 

 

a. Content Validity 

 

Setiyadi (2018) explains that content validity is related to all items or tests in a 

measuring instrument. To fulfill this validity the researcher must look at the test 

indicators and analyze whether the tests represent all related ideas or domains with 

what is measured. To collect material that the researcher arranges mainly based on 

the syllabus or ATP (alur tujuan penelitian) made through the teacher. The 

researcher gets data from ATP or syllabus that match the objectives or specifications 

of the speaking. And this study focuses on skills speaking in 10.36 regarding spoken 

procedure text. 

 

b. Construct Validity 

 

Setiyadi (2018) states that construct validity is required for measuring instruments 

that have several indicators in measuring one aspect of the construct. If there is a 

measuring instrument that has several aspects and each aspect is measured by 

indicators. And the vision of the object or task must be based on the idea of what is 

being examined Nurweni (2018). The research designed and the assessment based 

on the concept of speaking with the aspect of speaking. And the instrument should 
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really test the student's abilities in speaking skills which focused on procedure text. 

And relation to this research, the test must involve the aspect of speaking proposed 

by harris in 1974 there are components of speaking skills concerned with 

comprehension, grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and fluency to construct 

validity. Both validities above were combined to find out a valid test. 

 

The researcher processed the speaking test based on the curriculum Merdeka. The 

researcher checked the standard competence and the indicator to achieve the valid 

test which is qualified. The researcher adopted those kinds of validity and use the 

indicator to create the speaking test and it could see that by applying the curriculum, 

standard competence, and indicators, the test is proving to be able to measure and 

is valid. And it can be show that in ATP (alur tujuan pembelajaran). 

 

3.6.2 Reliability 

 

Setiyadi (2018) reliability is the consistency of a measuring instrument or the extent 

to which the measuring instrument can measure the same subject at different times 

but shows relatively the same results. The reliability of a test can be defined as the 

extent to which a test produces consistent results when administered under similar 

conditions Hatch and Farhadi, (1982). 

 

According to Arikunto (2010), the reliability of the test is that an instrument can 

be believed to be used as an instrument for collecting data because it has been good. 

It means that the test has some average result when it is tested on different occasions 

and the condition is the same as before. 

Inter-rater reliability was applied in this research. It was account for three rows of 

scores which has from three correctors. In inter-rater reliability, the scoring could 
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be done equally. Where the students’ speaking performance was evaluated equally 

by three correctors. Because the test is corrected by three correctors, generally the 

result of reliability could be reliable. To measure how reliable the scoring is, this 

research used Rank-order Correlation. 

 
 

 

 
p : Coefficient of rank order 

d: Difference of rank correlation 

N: Number of students 

1-6 : Constant number 

 

(Hatch and Farhady, 1982: 206) 

 
 

According to Arikunto (2006), the criteria of reliability are derived as follows: 

 

0.8 – 1.0 : very high reliability 

 

0.6 – 0.79 : high reliability 

 

0.4 – 0.59 : medium reliability 

 

0.2 – 0.39 : low reliability 

 

0 – 0.19 : very low reliability 

 

The computation showed that the reliability coefficient of the test is 0.895 (see 

appendix 5). It can be concluded that the test has high reliability since the range of 

high criteria of reliability is 0.6.00- 0.79 (Arikunto (2006)). 

p= 1 - 
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3.7 Rubric of Scoring System 

 

In evaluating the students’ speaking scores, a speaking task by Harris (1969) is used. 

Based on the speaking task, there are five components, namely: pronunciation, 

fluency, grammar, vocabulary, and comprehension. 

 
 

Aspects of speaking Rating scales Description 

Pronunciation 17-20 Speech is fluent and effortless as that native 

speaker. 

13-16 Always intelligible though one is conscious of 
a definite accent. 

9-12 Pronunciation problems necessitate 

concentrated listening and occasionally lead to 
understanding. 

5-8 Very hard to understand because of 
pronunciation problems most Frequently be 

asked to repeat. 

1-4 The pronunciation problem is so severe as to 

make 
speech unintelligible. 

Vocabulary 17-20 Use of vocabulary and idiom virtually that is of 
native speaker. 

13-16 Sometimes use inappropriate terms and must 

rephrase ideas, because of inadequate 

vocabulary. 

9-12 Frequently use the wrong word, conversation 
somewhat limited because of inadequate 

vocabulary. 

5-8 Misuse of words and very limited vocabulary 

make comprehension quite difficult. 

1-4 Vocabulary limitations are so extreme as to 

make 
conversation virtually impossible. 

Fluency 17-20 Speech is fluent and effortless as that of a 

native speaker. 

13-16 Speed of speech seems rather strongly affected 
by language problems. 

9-12 Speed and fluency are rather strongly affected 

by language problems. 

5-8 Usually, hesitant often forced into silence by 
language problems. 

1-4 Speech is so halting and fragmentary as to 

make conversation virtually impossible. 

 

Comprehension 

 

17-20 
Appear to understand everything without 
difficulty. 

13-16 Understand nearly everything at normal speed 
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  although occasionally repetition may be 
necessary. 

9-12 Understand most of what is said at slower than 

normal speed with repetition. 

5-8 Has great difficulty following what is said and 

can comprehend only” social conversation” 
spoken slowly and with frequent repetition. 

1-4 Cannot be said to understand even simple 

conversations in English. 
   

Grammar 17-20 Grammar is almost entirely inaccurate phrases. 

13-16 Constant errors control very few major patterns 

and frequently prevent communication. 

9-12 Frequent errors show some major patterns 
uncontrolled and cause occasional irritation and 

misunderstanding. 
5-8 Few errors, with no patterns of failure. 

1-4 No more than two errors during the dialogue. 

Adopted by khairani 2020 

 

The students who get score ranging from one to four is consider ‘inadequate’, while 

the score ranging from five to eight could be said ‘poor’. Moreover, the score 

ranging from nine to twelve is categorize ‘fair’, while the score ranging from 

thirteen to sixteen is categorize ‘good’. Last, the score ranging from 17-20 is 

categorize ‘outstanding’. 

 
 

The score of speaking skill dealing with the five aspects would be computed in 

percentage as follows: 

Table 2 Rating scoring sheet of speaking 

 

 
Subject 

 
Pronunciation. 

(1-20) 

 
Grammar. 

(1-20) 

 
Vocabulary. 

(1-20) 

 
Fluency. 

(1-20) 

 

Comprehension. 

(1-20) 

 
Total 

(1-100) 

1       

2       

3       

4       

5       
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3.8 Data Analysis 

 

The students’ scores were computed as follows: 

 

1. Scoring the tests by using an inter-rater. 

 

2. Tabulating the result of the test with repeated measure t-test and calculating the 

score of all tests. A statistic application named SPSS 23.0 for Windows is used 

to calculate the scores and to analyze whether there is an improvement in 

students’ speaking achievement after the treatment. 

3. Conclusion the conclusion was developed from the result of statistical 

computerization. 

 

3.9 Hypothesis Testing 

 

The result of the t-observed or t-value was compared with the result of the t-table 

to determine whether the alternative hypothesis can be accepted or not. This study 

used a repeated measure t-test of The Statistical Product and Service Solution 

(SPSS)  

H0 = Sig. > 0.05 

H1 = Sig. < 0.05 

a. H0: There was no significant improvement in students’ speaking skills after 

being taught through Project-based learning technique. 

b. H1: There was a significant improvement in students’ speaking skills after 

being taught through Project-based learning technique.



 

 

 

 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

 

 
In this chapter, the researcher formulates conclusion based on the result presented 

in the previous chapter as well as the suggestions from the researcher regarding to 

the improving students speaking skill by using project based-learning at the English 

subject class XI Geomatic 1 SMK Negeri 2 Bandar Lampung it can be concluded 

as follows: 

5.1. Conclusion 

 

Referring to the discussion of the research findings of the previous chapter, and the 

research question, the researcher comes to the following conclusions. The purpose 

of this research is to find out whether there is an improvement in students’ speaking 

achievement after the implementation by using project-based learning on the 

research, it can be concluded that: 

1. Project based-learning can improve speaking skill in SMK N 2 Bandar 

Lampung XI major Geomatic 1 in the academic year 2022/2023 was effective. 

The teaching and learning process of speaking became more interesting and 

gave many opportunities for all students to express their idea by speaking in 

English. Using project doing provided many opportunities for students to speak 

English; indirectly it would build students' confidence to speak and 

2. By implementing Project Based-Learning in teaching speaking could find out 

the increasing aspect of speaking, it is in line with analysis the result pre-test 
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and posttest on each aspect of speaking. It could be found that vocabulary was 

the aspect that increased the most than other. In addition, students get input word 

by implementing vocabulary, with the frequent students practiced speaking or 

communicating using English, it would make it easier for students to grasp the 

meaning or information from the conversation. Besides the language and 

speaking skills, the students experienced cooperation or collaboration through 

the group and pair works in Project-based learning (procedure text) also 

increased the student’s interest, the students were allowed to design their own 

learning in terms of planning the project. Then, the activity is meaningful and 

challenging learning activities. It leads the student’s creativity, and optimal 

effort. 

5.2. Suggestion 

 

Considering the conclusions, some suggestions were proposed as follows: 

 

1. The English teachers should be able to raise students’ grammar understanding 

through any effective learning activity. and teachers should have creative 

thinking involving any problems happening in the class. Teachers should know 

and comprehend the whole situation of both the class and the school. 

2. The English teacher can also modify the process of learning speaking through 

Project-based learning to get the interest of the students, and make students 

focus on the lesson. 

3. English teachers should give more speaking practice in individual, pair or in 

group could help students in improving fluency and giving feedback could 

help students in improving students speaking skills. 
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4. Since this research has limited time because the students will face midterm 

exams, the limited time is also one of the reasons for the insignificant aspect 

of speaking, namely grammar, for future researchers to choose the right time 

so that researchers can achieve the objective of the research. Behind this 

research only focus on the student’s significant improvement in speaking and 

each aspect of speaking, the researcher suggests for the next researcher to find 

out students’ perception toward using project based-learning. 

5. Suggestion for the future researchers this research was done in vocational high 

school level. Therefore, further researcher can conduct research in junior high 

school or university level. 

6. And for the future researcher who want to conduct research with the same 

subject ,it is expected that further researcher can try to find out students 

improving skills with any other of English skill can be applied, such as 

combination listening and speaking and other activity such as games and role 

plays were able to improve the students’ speaking skill, it is hoped this research 

would not only can be used for students, teacher, and lecture but also for English 

department. 
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