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ABSTRACT 

 

THE USE OF DIGITAL COMIC WEBTOON AS MEDIA TO IMPROVE 

STUDENTS’ READING COMPREHENSION IN NARRATIVE TEXT AT 

SMA MUHAMMADIYAH 2 BANDAR LAMPUNG 

 

By 

 

NUNIK FEBRIANTI 

 

In learning reading, the students of Senior High School students should be able to 

comprehend the text correctly. The main problem of this research was student’s lack 

of reading skills and lack of media involvement. To help them with their reading 

difficulties, the researcher used Webtoon as the media in the process of teaching and 

learning. This research was intended to find out the improvement of student’s reading 

comprehension in narrative text after got treatment by using Webtoon as media. This 

research was quantitative research with one group pre-test and post-test design. The 

population of this research was tenth grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 2 

Bandar Lampung with 33 students of X.5 as the sample. The instrument used in this 

research was reading test in multiple choice form. Pre-test and post-test were applied 

to collect the data and the paired sample t-test was used to analyze the data collected 

from both pre-test and post-test. The data showed that the students’ mean score in the 

pre-test was 66.3, while the mean score of post- test was 81.5. The result of the paired 

sample t-test was 0.000, which was lower than 0.05. This indicates that the null 

hypothesis (Ho) was accepted, and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was rejected. This 

suggests that Webtoon facilitates students to improve student’s reading 

comprehension in narrative text. 

Keywords: reading comprehension, webtoon, narrative text 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents some aspects underlying the topic of research. They are 

background of the research, formulation of research question, objective of the 

research, significant of the research, scope, and definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of Research 

English, as a universal language, has become known as the most commonly used 

language globally, used in everyday interactions by individuals with different mother 

tongues and national origins. Reading is one of four skills taught in teaching English 

besides listening, speaking and writing. Reading has a lot of benefits for language 

learners such as reading for certain information, in this case they are reading to learn 

certain material, or they are reading just for fun. In language learning, reading is a 

great way to get started because it is the most ideal way to learn a foreign language in 

written form (Harmer, 2007).  

 

Harmer (2002) states that reading provides students a good model for English 

writing, an opportunity to study vocabulary, grammar, punctuations, and also gives a 

real illustration on how to construct sentences, paragraphs, or a passage. In addition, 

Nation (2008) says reading is a source for people to obtain knowledge or information 

as it can widen our minds by getting the ideas and associating them with our prior 

knowledge. Reading becomes something crucial and indispensable for the students 

because through reading they can get information from text that can increase their 

knowledge. So, it is reasonable to say that everyone should be able to read. 

 

Based on Idris S.,Fithriani, R.,Saidurrahman, Salmiah,, M.,& Hamidah, S.(2019), 

One among skills tested in any English language proficiency test is reading 
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comprehension skill. In order to understand the meaning of the text, students should 

have reading comprehension. Reading comprehension is an active process that 

involves some elements such as the reader, the text, and the activity so people can 

draw the meaning from the text. According to Harris (1995) define reading 

comprehension as the construction of the meaning of a written text through a 

reciprocal interchange of ideas between the reader and the message in a particular 

text. Thus, in comprehending the text, there are some aspects that can help us. 

According to Nuttal (1982), there are five aspects of reading comprehension that the 

students must have such as determining the main idea, locating references, making 

inferences, detailed information, and vocabulary mastery. 

 

Reading comprehension plays an important role in understanding the text. Based on 

Curriculum of 2013 for Senior High School there are several kinds of reading texts. 

One of the reading texts that should be learned and mastered in the first grade of 

Senior High School is a narrative text. The goal of Standard of Competency and 

Basic Competence (SKKD) for Senior High School is the first grade students of 

Senior High School should be able to comprehend narrative text both in spoken and 

written forms. Narrative text is a text written in a series of events that happens 

chronologically. It has the orientation, complication, and resolution. According to 

Arini (2022) narrative text can be fiction and non-fiction. Moreover, the purpose of 

narrative text is to entertain the readers by experiencing in actual of imaginary ways 

because narrative text deals with chronological problems that have values in each 

story. 

 

However, reading and understanding  English texts become complicated for EFL 

students because English is not their mother tongue, so most of them still find 

difficulties in reading comprehension. It is proven that English achievement in 

Indonesian schools is still low. Based on Index Mundi, it is sadly seen that the rank of 

Indonesia in literacy is classified in a very low rank. In fact, based on Programme for 

International Students Assessment (PISA) 2015, shows that Indonesian students over 
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15-year-old ranked the lowest in basic reading skill compared to their peers in other 

countries. Indonesia is in 51st  position among 57 countries on five continents. Then, 

based on Education First (EF) 2018, English proficiency index of Indonesia in the 

low position along with 20 other countries. The Indonesian student average value is 

51.58, which is in the ranked 51st among 88 countries. Compared with the 

neighboring countries, Indonesia fell far below Singapore which is on number 3 with 

68.63 average value in very high position, also left behind from Philippines ranked 14 

with 61.84 average value and Malaysia ranked 22 with 59.32 average value in the 

high position. 

 

In reference to the previous matters, a previous research conducted by Nisak (2021) 

shows that there are difficulties faced by the student’s reading comprehension 

especially in finding the meaning of a word which is related to the vocabulary 

mastery, it has the highest difficulty faced by the students and detail information has 

the least difficulty in reading aspect. Second, Rahmanita (2021) found that there is a 

lack in students’ interest in reading, as well as the lack in selecting an ideal reading 

material due to the low creativity from the teachers in utilizing the media technology 

in the teaching and learning process.  

 

Third, a previous research by Rahman (2018) in practice, many Indonesian students 

experience challenges with reading literary works written in English. Narrative text 

similar with text-based, so students who are dealing with hypertexts might feel bored. 

Since, students often find difficult to understand because the lack of media used in the 

learning . As a result, the students did not show the interest in the learning process to 

read and comprehend narrative text well. Therefore, an appropriate media must be 

selected in order to increase students’ reading comprehension in narrative text. 

 

Teaching with media is one of interesting ways for teaching and learning in the 

classroom. According to Hamalik (1986) the use of media in teaching and learning 

can generate new desires and interests, to encourage motivation and stimulation and 
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learning activities. Moreover, teaching reading narrative text by using media is seen 

helpful because narrative text is usually written in a long text that should be 

understood by the students. 

 

One of media that appropriate is through Webtoon media. By the times in this era, the 

relationship between education and technology has been well established. One of 

technology that can be used for increase reading ability is Webtoon. Generally, 

Webtoon is known well as a digital comic application developed by the Korea Naver 

Company. It can be accessed on, provides several languages, various genres, and 

some of them are given a background sound. According to Krashen (2008 cited in 

Apriani 2014), the comic book includes a large amount of uncommon and academic 

vocabulary terms. This can help the students with their reading difficulties. This idea 

supported by Fatimah & Raulan (2018) claimed the benefits given by using Webtoon 

which the students are interested to be independent readers because they can express 

their idea and enhance their vocabulary. Using Webtoon can stimulate the students to 

imagine and visualize the story. So, when the students already have an interest in 

reading the text, they will try to focus on the text to get a reading purpose. 

  

Lately, there has been some research that focuses on Webtoon as a media in the class. 

A study conducted by Suhartatik, Yulita Pujiharti, Amanah Agustin, and Loesita 

(2021) indicates that Webtoon has the potential to improve students’ self-learning, 

especially for reading activities. Istiqlal N.A, Utami P.P, and Kartini D (2021) say 

that Webtoon can increase the student’s vocabulary mastery. However, based on the 

previous research mentioned above, there is still a lack of information about the use 

of Webtoon, especially in reading comprehension for narrative text. They didn’t 

specify what kinds of English text were used in the research, It is only a reading 

passage or printed text. Therefore, to fill in the gaps of previous studies, this study 

focuses on the use of Webtoon as the media to improve students’ reading 

comprehension in narrative text for tenth graders. 
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So, based on the problems and the reasons above, the researcher is intended to find 

out whether or not the students’ reading comprehension for narrative text improve 

after the students are taught by using Webtoon as media. Therefore, the title taken in 

this study is “The Use Of Digital Comic Webtoon To Improve Students’ Reading 

Comprehension In Narrative Text At SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Bandarlampung”. 

 

1.2 Formulation of Research Question 

This research is about the use of Webtoon to improve student’s reading 

comprehension especially in narrative text, the problems of study are as follows:  

1. Is there any significant improvement in student’s reading comprehension for 

narrative text after the students are taught by using Webtoon as media? 

 

1.3 Objective of The Research 

From the statement problem above, this research is conducted with purposes as 

follows:  

1. To find out whether or not there is significant improvement of students’ reading 

comprehension in narrative text by using Webtoon as media. 

 

1.4 Uses of The Research 

In this study, the researcher expects that the research paper has benefits:  

1. Theoretically  

The study intends to explain the use of Webtoon toward students’ reading 

comprehension, especially in narrative text. 

 

 

2. Practical Benefit  
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The result of this study intends to be useful for the students, English teachers, and 

institutions:  

 

a. For teacher  

The result is expected to be useful for the writer herself and for the entire English 

teachers who might use this media when they teach reading. Also, English teachers 

can enrich variation media for teaching reading. English teachers can use the media to 

give a solution to students, especially in teaching reading comprehension for narrative 

text. 

b. For students  

The research can give a solution for the students to understand in studying English, 

especially in mastering reading comprehension for narrative text. Students can 

optimize their reading ability and be more motivated in learning English. So, the 

students will get more interested to learn English than before and they have a good 

perception that English is not difficult.  

c. For the readers or other researcher  

The use of Webtoon can be helpful as a source of references for the researcher who 

wants to conduct research in English teaching and learning especially for students’ 

reading comprehension, especially in narrative text. 

 

1.5 Scope  

In this research, the researcher focuses on the improvement of students’ reading 

comprehension in narrative text by using Webtoon. This research is conducted for the 

first grade of Senior High School Muhammadiyah II. This study conducts a pre-

experimental one-group pretest - post-test design. The sample is tenth grade students 

Senior High School of a chosen class. The sample is chosen using simple random 

sampling. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding the concept used in this research, the writer must provide 

some definitions of the terms used in this research. Those are: 

 

1. Webtoon  

The term "webtoon" refers to a combination of the words "web" and "cartoon" 

(comic). It was invented in Korea to introduce the web comics that were developed 

by Naver in 2014.  Comics are a type of visual art in the form of a written story that 

consists of characters, speech balloons, and images to express the meaning of the 

story. 

2. Digital  

a form of modernization or renewal of the use of technology which is often associated 

with the appearance of the internet and computers. 

3. Media 

a tool or means used as an intermediary or connector to achieve something. It can be 

the form of audio, visual, and audiovisual. 

4. Reading Comprehension 

Reading comprehension is how we process what we read simultaneously and 

construct the meaning by ourselves so that we can draw the meaning of the text. 

5. Narrative Text 

Narrative text is a kind of English text that contains an imaginative story in connected 

chronological events so that the readers can feel entertained. 

 



 

 

 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

This chapter discusses the following points; concept of reading comprehension, 

aspects of reading comprehension, level of reading comprehension, the stages of 

reading comprehension, problem in reading comprehension, teaching reading 

comprehension, concept of text, narrative text, concept of digital media, concept of 

digital comic Webtoon, the advantages and disadvantages of Webtoon, procedure of 

teaching reading comprehension in narrative text by using Webtoon media, previous 

study, theoretical assumption, and research hypothesis.  

 

2.1 Concept of Reading Comprehension 

Reading is usually associated with reading comprehension. Reading comprehension 

is commonly defined as the process of comprehending texts. According to Elizabeth 

(as cited in Arini 2013), reading comprehension is not only about words recognition 

but also it is about how a reader can construct meaning from printed symbols as the 

outcome of the comprehensive reading. Word reading is a process where the reader 

can decode the symbols on the page and comprehension means after decoding the 

symbols, the readers can understand and interpret the meaning of the words and 

sentences. Klingner, Vaughn, and Boardman (2015) say that reading comprehension 

is the effort in constructing meaning through some complex processes such as word 

reading, world knowledge, and fluency. It can be seen that reading means not only 

looking at words as graphic symbols but also having a knowledge-sharing with our 

own or others to improve our fluency to make a new perspective and comprehension 

about the situation related to the reader’s goal. This idea is also supported by 

Mickulecky and Jeffries (2007) who also mention something about comprehension 

that says it is not just about recognizing and comprehending words, but also about 

relating the text's idea to the reader's knowledge.  
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Based on the statement above, it can be concluded that reading comprehension is 

needed in the reading process. Reading with comprehension means that the readers 

must construct the meaning and connect it with the reader’s prior knowledge to obtain 

the meaning clearly, interpret the meaning, and create many ideas or new perspective. 

 

2.2 Aspects of Reading Comprehension 

This sub-chapter discusses about the four aspects of reading comprehension. 

According to Nuttal (1982), there are five aspects of reading comprehension that the 

students must know in order to comprehend the text well, they are: 

2.2.1 Determining Main Idea 

The main idea of paragraph is intended to be the important point when we 

read the text, because the main idea is giving the readers the information 

about the topic of the text that the author wants to communicate with. The 

skill in finding the main idea is necessary for the students as it can make the 

students easier to summarize each paragraph. Usually the main idea of the 

paragraph is at the beginning or the end of the sentence. 

 

2.2.2 Finding Specific Information  

Specific information indicates the exact or precise fact or description from 

the text. Specific information is intended to develop the topic sentence by 

providing definitions, examples, fact comparisons, analogies, cause and 

effect and data. To be able to get specific information of a text, the students 

need to scan the text by looking at the particular words related to the 

information needed. 

 

2.2.3 Finding Reference 

Reference is something that has previously been stated or will be 

mentioned in the preceding or next paragraphs. Understanding the material 
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you're reading will depend on your ability to detect and identify contextual 

references. By identifying the text and utilizing your common sense and 

knowledge of the text, you may figure out what references signify, because 

when you read English texts, you will find many kinds of examples such as 

he,she,they,her, his, its etc. The author uses those short common words to 

avoid a repetition. So, it is important for you to understand what those 

common words refer to. 

 

2.2.4 Finding Inference 

Inference is defined as any logical step that leads to a conclusion based on 

facts or reasoning. When reading a book, inferences are crucial. Making 

inferences is an important reading comprehension ability as it can make the 

students use their own experiences and critical thinking to help them figure 

out what is not directly said in the text. 

 

2.2.5 Finding Meaning of Vocabulary  

We are unlikely to recognize every word in a text, and even if we believe 

that we have seen the word previously, we are unlikely to have seen a term 

in its current context because in English one word has various meaning 

depends on the text. One of the ways in finding the meaning of vocabulary 

is by looking at the clues, synonym, antonym, or the context of a text. 

Additionally, we can also try to find the meaning of the vocabulary by 

understanding one or two previous sentences in the text. Considering the 

theories presented above, those five reading sub-skills are important in 

understanding a text. As a result, the writer employs all of the reading sub-

skills in this research.  
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Regarding the theories above, those five reading aspects specified by Nuttal (1982) 

are important to comprehend a text. Therefore, the researcher will use all reading sub-

skills in case of setting a reading comprehension test in this research. 

 

2.3 Level of Reading Comprehension 

According to Kennedy (2010 as cited in Pratiwi 2020), there are kinds of reading 

comprehension: 

2.3.1 Literal Comprehension 

Literal comprehension is reading with the purpose of understanding, 

remembering, or recalling the explicit information given in a text. It means 

that readers can understand what the text says. This comprehension focuses 

on the readers' ability to find explicit information. This is an important level 

of understanding because it opens the way for more advanced 

comprehension. You couldn't proceed much farther if you didn't understand 

the text at this level.  Here are examples of the type of information that 

could be identified as literal meaning: 

a) The main idea 

b) Stated facts 

c) The sequence of events 

d) Characters in the story 

 

2.3.2 Inferential Comprehension 

Inferential comprehension is known as the process of analyzing what the 

text means implicitly so that the reader can get information. This 

information is then used to identify deeper meaning that isn't presented 

openly. Inferential meaning asks you to examine the text and come to a 

conclusion. The following are some examples of information that might be 

classified as inferential meaning: 
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a) Generalizations 

b) Cause and effect relationships 

c) Future predictions 

d) An unstated main idea 

 

2.3.3 Evaluative Comprehension 

Evaluative comprehension is when the readers are asked to make their own 

opinion by analyzing and comparing information from the text based on 

their values and knowledge. The example of this comprehension is 

achieving the moral value from a text. 

 

2.4 The Stages of Reading Comprehension 

According to Murcia (2014 as cited in Diniarti 2019), improving one's reading ability 

may be divided into 3 stages. It would be explained in the table below. 

 

Table 2.1 Stage of Pre-reading, During, and Post-reading 

Reading Lesson Stages Objectives 

Pre - Reading Establish a purpose for reading  

Tap prior knowledge  

Provide information needed for comprehension (e.g., key 

vocabulary, important concept, background)  

Set up expectations  

Stimulate interest  

Build confidence and interest  

During - Reading 

(Whilst-Reading) 

Guide reading to facilitate comprehension  

Helps students construct meaning and monitor  

comprehension. 

Give students opportunities to connect what is read with 
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what is known, to evaluate what is being read to support 

on going summarization.  

Promote discussion that support comprehension and 

strategy development 

Post - Reading Check comprehension  

Explore how text organization supports comprehension  

Provide opportunities for fluency development  

Give students opportunities to summarize, synthesize, 

evaluate, elaborate, integrate, extend, and apply text 

information  

Ask students to critique the author and aspect of the text 

(e.g., content)  

Establish and recognize comprehension successes  

 

Based on the table above, Murcia classified three stages of reading into Pre-reading, 

During-reading, and Post-reading. During pre-reading, students develop or build their 

purpose for reading, connect with their prior knowledge, study and preview the 

material. During reading, students construct the meaning of the text to comprehend or 

grasp what they are reading. Then, post-reading is a step in which students assess 

their comprehension by discussing the material and answering questions. 

 

2.5 Problem in Reading Comprehension 

People will experience challenges when doing something as well as when reading. 

When reading, the reader encounters a variety of issues. Because English is a foreign 

language in Indonesia, reading it may be difficult. The major issue that students or 

persons learning English encounter is a lack of vocabulary. 

According to Nisak (2021), the most dominant factor contributes to the students’ 

difficulties in comprehending English reading text is students’ background 

knowledge while the least dominant is sentence problem. Readers may experience 
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difficulty in reading if they do not have prior knowledge of the literature they want to 

read. This idea is also supported by Grabe and Stoller (2011), if the reader does not 

have a background or linguistic understanding, they will have difficulties in reading. 

According to Deviyanti (2020), challenges encountered by EFL and ESL students 

include students want to read faster but don’t know how to enhance their reading 

speed, students lacking vocabulary, students lacking prior information, and students 

failing to read outside of class. 

 

2.6 Teaching Reading Comprehension 

According to Brown (2004) teaching is the process of directing and facilitating a 

learning, allowing the students to learn and create the environment for learning. It 

signifies that teaching is an activity that helps someone or students to have a better 

comprehension of knowledge and facilitate learning. Teaching involves not just 

passing on knowledge to students, but also, hopefully, changing their attitudes.  

 

Tankersley (2003) states that reading comprehension must be taught with the purpose 

for developing comprehension concepts and competencies, building background 

information, expanding vocabulary, and building understanding and comprehension 

abilities. It means that the teacher must understand how to approach all sorts of texts 

in order to help students in understanding the meaning of the text. 

 

Based on the theories above, teaching reading comprehension is an activity in which 

the teachers teach and guide the students in a learning process to help or facilitate the 

students in comprehending the text by obtaining the meaning and information from 

the author in a text. 

 

In teaching reading comprehension, there are some principles that the teachers must 

pay attention as their guidelines when teaching reading comprehension to students. 
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Based on Harmer (2007), the principles in teaching reading comprehension are 

presented below: 

Principle 1: Reading is not a passive skill 

Principle 2: Students should be taught to respond to a reading text's content rather 

than just its language 

Principle 3:  Students must be engaged in what they are reading. 

Principle 4: Prediction is an important aspect of reading. 

Principle 5: Connect the task with the topic 

Principle 6: Good teachers make full use of reading texts 

 

Based on the theories above, six principles can be used as a guideline in teaching 

reading comprehension. It indicates that teaching reading comprehension requires 

more than just reading the text, and we must understand how to teach reading 

comprehension in order to teach pupils. Students and teachers can work together to 

make the teaching process more effective while teaching reading comprehension. 

 

2.7 Concept of Text 

Text is one of the main elements that contribute to our communication. When 

communicating with people, not only we speak orally by words but also texts are 

used by people to communicate in language. Text, according to Nisak (2021), is more 

likely to be seen as a discourse; nonetheless, text is only given in written form. There 

are some kinds of texts in learning English. There are two main types of text: literary 

and factual. Literary texts are those that are written to arouse emotion and 

imagination, such as stories, movies, screenplays, folktales, novels, and song lyrics. 

This category includes three major literary types: narrative, poetic, and dramatic. 

While factual text conveys information or ideas with the purpose of showing, telling, 

or persuading the readers. There are six main types including descriptive, procedure, 

recount, exposition, explanation, and narrative. The texts are not all the same. The 

goal of the text and the linguistic qualities are two elements that explain the 
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differences among the texts. Each type of literature is constructed differently to 

achieve its goal. In this research, the researcher uses narrative text for reading test. 

 

2.8 Narrative Text 

Narrative text is a kind of English text that has been given to students at Senior High 

School according to the curriculum 2013. Narrative test is a text that tells a story in a 

choronological event or experience. According to Rebecca (2003), a narrative text is 

one that tells a sequence of events that are caused or experienced by situations and are 

related logically and chronologically. Furthermore, she says that understanding the 

storyline, topic, characters, events, and how they relate to one another is essential to 

understand a narrative.  

The main purpose of narrative text is intended to amuse or entertain the readers. 

According to Anderson and Anderson (2003) explain that a narrative is a text that 

tells a story and, in doing so, entertains the audience. It is the same as in reality that 

people usually read the narrative text for pleasure.  

According to Suzanne and William (1985) in a narration, a writer should present 

events in a true order as one of the elements. It will make a story clearer to the 

readers. Daniel (1993) also said that the important things in the narrative are 

chronological of events and problem. The problem is a characteristic of narrative text. 

It makes the narrative text is different in other text. For example, in descriptive text, 

the writers just describe people or things, but in narrative text, the writer should arise 

a problem that the main character should face it and solve it. 

 

In addition, according to Chatman and Aubrey (1993 cited by Arini 2013) there are 

four elements consisting in narrative text, they are: 

a) Characters 

Characters are a person or a creature that involves in the story. They can be divided 

into main characters and supporting characters. Characters play the most important 

element in the narrative text because the story cannot be made if there is no doer. The 
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author presents a character based on their personality and physical appearance. Then 

the author decides how the character behaves, talks, and reacts a problem.  

b) Plot 

Plot is the sequence of events in a story written by the author. The plot describes a 

series of events from beginning to end. The plot itself has three categories that are 

commonly used by authors, namely forward  flow, flashback flow, and combination 

plot. 

c) Setting 

Setting in a story can be a place, atmosphere, or time. There are three main elements 

in the setting or background, namely setting of place is related to the place where the 

events in the short story take place. Next, setting of time is related to when the event 

occurs. Also background of the atmosphere is related to the atmosphere or feelings in 

an event. 

d) Conclusion 

At the end of the story, the author takes the action to a climax, which is the most 

intriguing part of the entire story. The events are then brought to a "conclusion," in 

which the writer gathers all of the main events that happens in the story and explains 

how they affect the characters. 

 

The writer concludes that narrative text is a kind of text that describes a chronological 

event to entertain and give a moral lesson to the readers through a series of connected 

chronological events supported with some elements such as characters, plot, setting, 

and conclusion.  

 

2.8.1 The Structure of Narrative Text 

An effective narrative text has several significant characteristics which a 

reader may use as standard to guide his reading. Hardy and Klarwein (1990 

as cited in Arini 2013) stated that the organization of narrative text are: 

a) Orientation: The introduction of a story. It tells the readers about the 

character, characterization, and setting of a story. 
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b) Complication : This is a part of a story where a problem arises in the 

story. The problems are usually caused by the characters through a 

sequence of events that happen in the story. 

c) Resolution : This part is where the problems are resolved for better or 

worse. The solution of the problem can bring the story to a happy 

ending or a sad ending depends on the action from the characters. 

 

2.8.2 The Language Features of Narrative Text 

Language Features refers to sentence structure, punctuation, noun, 

vocabulary, phrases that are utilized in a text to support the content and 

give the meaning in a communication. According to Anderson and 

Anderson (2003) a text has its own structure and features. There are 

grammatical features that are commonly found in narrative text, they are: 

a) Nouns to identify specific characters in the story.  

For example: island, handsome prince 

b) Signal time that connect events to tell when the event happened. 

For example: adverb of times such as last week, a long time ago, one day 

etc. and time conjunction such as before, then, after that, after, since etc. 

c) Using past tense. 

For example: They ran away to the dark forest. 

d) Using action verbs 

For example: built, washed, ran, etc 

e) Using adjectives to describe characters and setting in the story. 

For example: handsome, evil, beautiful, tall, etc. 

2.8.3 The Genres of Narrative Text 

Cited from English Academy, narrative text has several genres or types of 

story that can entertain the readers. They include myths, fairy tales, fables, 

legends, folktales, science fiction, historical fiction, horror stories, romance, 

slice of life, and personal experience. 
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1) Myth 

Myth is a category of narratives that play an important role in society 

because usually the society thinks that the myth is a real story.  Myths 

typically feature nonhuman characters such as gods, demigods, and other 

supernatural entities as the major characters. 

2) Fairy Tales 

A fairytale is a story that falls into the fantasy or unreal category. Fairytales 

are often folk tales or children's stories that are wrapped in enchantment 

and magical things. Snow White, Thumbelina, Timun Mas, and Cinderella 

are a few examples from this category. 

3) Fables 

Fable is a story where the animals are the characters in the story. Usually 

this genre of story is intended for children as their lullaby. 

4) Legends 

One example of a legend narrative is The Legend of Surabaya, which you 

may have read. A legend is a folk tale that many people believe to be true 

because it contains heroic content. Legends often describe how a location 

came to be created. Another example is the Lake Toba Story. 

5) Folktales 

A folktale, also known as folklore, is a folk tale that is passed down from 

generation to generation. Furthermore, because folktales often spread via 

word of mouth, it will be passed down from generation to generation until it 

becomes part of the community's heritage. Malin Kundang is one example 

of a narrative. 

6) Science fiction 

Science fiction, commonly abbreviated as Sci-Fi, is a story about science 

fiction. This type of text usually deals with imaginative and future concepts 

using advanced science and technology. 

7) Historical fiction 
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History is a story about events and what happened in the past, replete with a 

chronology of the incident's location, participants, and time. 

8) Horror Stories 

A horror text is a narrative that contains frightening stories such as ghosts 

and other astral creatures that are popular among the general public. 

9) Romance 

A romance or love tale is a narrative text that represents the main 

character's love conflict. Romeo and Juliet and I'm One of Those Fools 

Man are two examples. 

10) Slice of Life 

A slice of life is a narrative that contains the author's daily activities or 

fictional characters created by the author. True Friends is a well-known 

example of this story. 

11) Personal Experience 

the author's personal experience is another sort of narrative literature. In 

this type of text, the writer may convey his personal experiences into an 

engaging tale that others can enjoy. 

 

2.9 Concept of Digital Media 

In linguistic terms, digital is defined as electronic technology that generates, stores, 

and processes data while media is defined as a tool, connection, or method. 

According to Flew (2008 as cited by Roswita 2020), digital media is defined as media 

in which content combines the functions of data, text, sound, and various forms of 

pictures stored in digital format and distributed via networks based on broadband 

optical cables, satellites, and microwave systems. Digital media is connected with the 

internet since digital media is typically shared, distributed, or published over the 

internet network. 
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In the present era, using digital media as a teaching tool is an alternate option that is 

well-suited to students' habits and environments. Learning media based on digital 

technology cannot be denied as sophisticated media or media that fail to meet the 

novelty that students are familiar with. Students today come from a generation that 

has grown up with digital technologies (digital natives). This is normal because each 

generation has different characteristics based on its era. There are several advantages 

in using digital media in the context of education. First, it has the potential to improve 

students’ participation in the learning process. Second, it can help students in 

studying through challenging ideas. Digital learning helps with difficult topics that 

are frequently difficult to reach. Third, promote critical thinking. Fourth, digital 

media helps in attracting students’ attention. When students use digital technology in 

a class, they all have the same chance to improve their digital abilities. Moreover, the 

presence of digital media offers a range of educational innovations, where inflexible 

and monotonous traditional learning will be replaced with learning through digital 

media, which is more practical, flexible, and not limited by location and time. 

 

Based on the statements above, digital media is seen as a useful tool to use in a 

learning process because learning by involving the use of digital media can improve 

the effectiveness of achieving learning objectives or competencies for both teachers 

and students. 

 

2.10 Concept of Digital Comic Webtoon 

According to Aggleton (2018), a digital comic is a collection item that must be 

published in a digital format online such as on websites or mobile devices contains a 

single-panel image or series of sequential images wrapped in visible frames and 

iconic symbols such as word balloons with handwritten style lettering which may use 

its visual form to communicate additional meaning. Simply said, a digital comic is a 

comic book that can be read online and offline using an electronic device. There are 

lots of types of digital comics, one of them is Webtoon. 
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Webtoon is an online and offline comic that has been recognized widely by people of 

different ages. It is an online comic because we can access it on mobile devices 

everywhere and every time as long as we have data internet. Also, it can be offline 

which means you can read the comic even though you have no data but first, you 

must download the comic online. According to Kim Tae Mi (2018), Webtoons are 

comics that are shared via internet. It is from the words “web” and “cartoon”. 

Webtoon offers a simple sentence panel to read so that the readers can easily enjoy 

the story. It is originally from South Korea and developed by Naver Corporation. 

Naver Corporation is the largest information and communication technology 

company in South Korea, presenting products such as search engines, delivery 

applications messages, videos, and digital comics (www.navercorp.com, 2019).  

Webtoon has several features and services (Webtoon, 2014), they are: 

1) Every comic in Webtoon is available for free and  updated on schedule. 

2) The reader just needs to scroll through their smartphone to read a comic. 

3) Webtoon includes a wide range of genres, including romance, drama, slice of 

life, humor, horror, thriller, fantasy, fiction, and many more. 

4) For the next 30 days, readers can download the chapter and read it offline. 

5) Readers may receive push notifications or add certain comics to their favorites so 

that they are notified when the comics are updated. 

6) Readers can also leave comments in each chapter. 

7) For certain comics in Webtoon are provided with background music and 

interactive motion. 

8) Webtoon contains features known as Coins. Coins are a special currency on the 

Webtoon on Android and iOS that readers use to purchase content and gain 

access to the next episode. 

 

2.11 The Advantages and Disadvantages In Using Webtoon 

There are several advantages and disadvantages in utilizing Webtoon such as: 
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2.11.1 The Advantage 

1) The picture can assist pupils in comprehending difficult words that the 

reader may not understand. 

2) The students can gain and learn new vocabulary. Because the picture 

and written text are connected, it can help students in comprehending 

the story 

3) The students can describe the story easily due to the visualization of 

the text that goes along with the picture. The power of words grows 

because the students experience the words in motion through the 

visuals, rather than just text on paper. 

4) Students' interest in reading can be increased by using comics to make 

studying more enjoyable. 

 

2.11.2 The Disadvantage 

Webtoon has some disadvantages, such as: 

1) There are certain scenes in a particular genre that contains violence, 

suicidal scenes, and other negative scenes that only can be read by an 

adult. 

2) Takes approximately 7 days to read the continuation of each episode. 

3) Requires a large enough data internet to be able to access the comics in 

it. 

4) The readers have to buy coins in it if they can’t wait for the next 

episode. This is applied to certain story in Webtoon. 
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2.12 Procedure of Teaching Reading Comprehension In Narrative Text By 

Using Webtoon Media 

Based on the Curriculum 2013, the teaching and learning process emphasizes a 

student-centered approach and integrates various competencies such as behavior, 

skill, and knowledge. Moreover, Curriculum 2013 has some its characteristics such as 

each subjects has to support all the competencies, prioritize the basic concept of 

learning individual experience through observation, association, concluding, 

communicating, reasoning, and daring to experiment, and to make the learning 

process as a student’s centered.  

 

There are four kinds of learning process in Curriculum 2013 such as scientific, 

inquiry and discovery, project based learning, and cooperative learning. In this 

research, the writer uses scientific learning to teach reading comprehension in 

narrative text using Webtoon as a media to the tenth grade students of SMA 

Muhammadiyah 2 Bandarlampung.  Scientific learning has several steps to cover the 

competencies needed in learning process in Curriculum 2013 such as observing, 

questioning, collecting information, associating information, and  communicating. 

 

Based on the syllabus Curiculum 2013 arranged in Permendikbud no. 37 year 2018, it 

has core and basic competences for tenth grade students of Senior High School. For 

the basic competence in number 3.8 and 4.8, which the students are expected to have 

a good grip of narrative text.  

 

In teaching narrative text, the teacher uses Webtoon for the students.  Here are the 

steps in teaching narrative text using Webtoon: 

 

A. First Meeting  

Observing 

 a. The teacher gives the students some questions to do the brainstorming. 
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1. Do you still remember narrative text? What do you feel after you read that 

text? 

2. Do you still remember the structure of narrative text? 

 b. The teacher gives a brief explanation about narrative text and correlates it with 

the use of Webtoon in learning process. 

 

Questioning 

a. Teacher gives a story in narrative text using Webtoon Application. 

b. Teacher explains to students about reading comprehension aspect in order 

to understand the text. 

c. First, teacher explains about how to determine main idea of the story. 

d. The teacher gives an example of main idea question brought from Webtoon 

story. 

e. Second, teacher explains about how to find the reference of the story.  

f. Teacher gives example of reference questions brought from Webtoon story 

g. Then, students are asked to do the group worksheet in multiple choice 

(reading comprehension test) given by teacher related to the text given.  

The worksheet contains main idea questions and reference questions. 

 

Collecting Information 

h. Students are asked to make a group contains 5 people. 

i. Students discuss with groups to answer the formulation of the problem 

presented in the worksheet 

j. Teacher guides and monitor the presence and actions from the students in 

collecting the information while doing the discussion. 

 

Processing/Associating Information 

k. Teacher monitors the student’s presence in each group when finishing the 

assignments in student’s worksheet.  

l. Teacher guides the students to answer the questions in student’s worksheet. 
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m. Students write the answers in a piece of paper. 

 

Communicating 

n. One group is chosen to present their work. 

o. Students are asked to give feedback to the group’s performance. 

 

Based on the steps above, the use of Webtoon occurs in the two stages which are 

observing and questioning. In those two stages, the Webtoon has the role as a 

medium to bridge the material in narrative text for reading comprehension’s student. 

Then, after that the students collects and associates the information in a group 

discussion of 5 people by using the worksheet related to the reading comprehension 

ability such as main idea, inference, reference, specific information, and vocabulary. 

Last, they communicate their discussion in a presentation performance. 

 

2.13 Previous Study 

There is a few research related to the use of Webtoon in improving student’s reading 

comprehension for narrative text. Some of them are quoted below: 

1) Istiqlal, Utami, and Kartini (2021), Singaperbangsa Karawang University have 

conducted the research with the title “Portraying Reading Log Strategy Assiting 

Extensive Reading Activity With Webtoon In Senior High School”. The purpose 

of this research is to to reveal the reading log strategy assisting in an extensive 

reading activity with Webtoon. The total participants were 14 participants but 

only 4 students were taken to be included for the more in-depth data collection. 

This study used a qualitative research descriptive case-study and used a 

documentation, interview, reading logs, and questionnaire as an instrument. 

There are two themes for the result of this research. The first one is reading log 

strategy has proven to be helpful for the students to express their opinion toward 

the text they had read while performing extensive reading activity with Webtoon. 

The second one is the use of reading log strategy and Webtoon as learning media 
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can help the students in discovering and understanding new vocabularies during 

extensive reading activity. 

2) Juniarto and Fahri (2019), Negeri Surabaya University conducted the research 

with the title “Using Webtoon Comic As Media In Teaching Reading Narrative 

Text For Junior High School”. The purpose of this research is describe how the 

implementation of using Webtoon comic to teach reading narrative text, the 

students reading’ comprehension, and the students’ response toward the media. 

The participants were ninth-grader students from SMPN 1 Tulangan. This study 

used descriptive qualitative design as a method for collecting the data along with 

the instruments were observation, students’ task, and interview guides. Based on 

the results, the process of utilizing Webtoon Comic to teach reading narrative 

text was successfully executed, and the students showed an interest in reading 

narrative text. The students' work showed that the majority of the students could 

readily interpret the text, and the students' responses showed that they were 

interested in learning to read narrative text through digital media, namely 

Webtoon Comic.  

3) Setialis, Hudaya, and Ansas (2017), Pendidikan Indonesia University have 

conducted a research with the title “The Implementation of Webtoon Application 

In Promoting The EFL Teacher’s Creativity”. The objective of this research is to 

investigate Webtoon as possible teaching media that facilitate teachers to teach 

English in a fun way and investigate the teachers and students’ perceptions 

toward the use of Webtoon in English in Foreign Language (EFL) classroom. 

The design was a mixed-method design. The instruments used in this study were 

an interview and a closed-item questionnaire, which were presented to three 

English teachers and 35 secondary school students as respondents. The findings 

showed that by using Webtoon, it can increase teachers' creativity in offering real 

media and content as well as developing engaging learning activities. The data 

also showed that using Webtoon provides a good and energetic classroom 

environment, and students' responses are mainly good, the students became more 

motivated and engaged in learning English as they have fun accessing it. 
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However, teachers are required to be more discerning in terms of comic book 

content and word choice, as well as more creative in dealing with low success 

pupils in the classroom. 

4) Jaya (2017), Alauddin State Islamic University of Makassar has conducted a 

study with the title “Utilizing Manga To Increase Student’s Reading 

Comprehension On Narrative Text of Second Year Students At SMAN 19 

Makassar”. The purpose of this research is to investigate the use of Manga in 

improving student’s reading comprehension in narrative text.  The subject of this 

research was 56 eleventh grader students of SMAN 19 Makassar. The researcher 

used quasi - experimental design with the instruments was a test which are pre-

test and post-test. The research found that utilizing Manga increased the reading 

comprehension of second-year students at SMAN 19 Makassar, as measured by 

an increase in the mean score of the experimental class, which was 49.82 in the 

pre-test and 78.39 in the post-test. Because the t-test, 6.193, was higher than the 

t-table, 2.009 (6.193 2.009), the use of Manga in teaching reading comprehension 

was beneficial in enhancing students' reading comprehension on narrative 

material. 

 

2.14 Theoretical Assumption 

In English, one of the skills that need to be mastered to acquire the language fully is 

reading. Reading is the ability of students to build and understand the meaning o what 

they read from texts. Klingner, Vaughn, and Boardman (2015) say that reading 

comprehension is the effort in constructing meaning through some complex processes 

such as word reading, world knowledge, and fluency. It can be seen that reading 

means not only looking at words as graphic symbols but also having a knowledge-

sharing with our own or others to improve our fluency to make a new perspective and 

comprehension about the situation related to the reader’s goal. Unfortunately, it is not 

easy for some students to be able to comprehend the text through the aspects of 

reading comprehension ability. There are many students who have difficulty in 
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comprehending the text. For facing this problem, teachers should try to find an 

appropriate media in language teaching which can help students getting some ideas 

and it can make the students have interest to join the lesson, so that they can study 

more serious and their achievement will be better, especially in reading Narrative 

Text. In this case, one of media that can be used in language teaching is Webtoon. By 

using this media, the students can get inspiration or motivation that can help them in 

comprehending the text.  Knowing that digital comic Webtoon as a medium can 

provide a fluent model of reading and increase the student’s ability in reading and 

comprehending the narrative text, the researcher assumed that digital comic Webtoon 

could give a good impact on students’ reading comprehension of the narrative text. 

 

2.15 Research Hypothesis 

According to the explanation above, the researcher formed a theoretical hypothesis as 

follows:  

 

H0 (Null Hypothesis): There is no significant improvement in student’s reading 

comprehension on narrative text after the students are taught by using Webtoon. 

H1 (Alternative Hypothesis): There is significant improvement in student’s reading 

comprehension on narrative text after the student are taught by using Webtoon.



 

 

 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

In this chapter, the researcher explains about research methodology, research 

design, population and sample, variables of the research, research instrument, 

validity, reliability, difficulty level analysis, discrimination power of the test, 

scoring system, data collecting technique, data analysis, normality of the test and 

hypothesis testing. 

 

3.1 Research Methodology 

Sugiyono (2015) states that the research method is a scientific method to obtain 

data with specific purposes and uses. Research method is a way of working to 

research and understand objects with reasonable logical procedures with accurate 

valid data. The author employs an experimental research as a research method in 

this study. According to Sugiyono (2015), the experimental research method can 

be defined as a study method utilized to find out the effect of certain treatments on 

others under controlled conditions. The research method that the author used was 

a quantitative method. 

 

3.2 Research Design 

This research was a quantitative study with pre-experimental design type one 

group pre-test post-test. The researcher used pre-experimental design, therefore 

there was no control class in this study, only experimental class. According to 

Arikunto (2010), one group pretest-posttest design is a research activity that 

delivers a pretest before treatment and a final test after treatment (post-test). Based 

on the statement before, we can conclude that that the results of the treatment can 

be considered more accurately because it can compare with the situation before 

being given treatment. Also, the use of this research design is suitable with the 

purpose of this study which is to determine whether students' reading 

comprehension in narrative text improve or not after the use of Webtoon as media. 

This research design can be presented as follow: 
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Setiyadi (2018) 

Note:  

T1 refers to the pre-test (before being taught by using Webtoon). 

T2 refers to the post-test (after being taught by using Webtoon). 

X refers to the treatment by the researcher. 

 

3.3 Population and Sample 

The population is defined as a group that meets with specified criteria related to 

the study topic. The population of this research was the students of the first grade 

at SMA Muhammadiyah II Bandarlampung in the 2022/2023 academic year. 

While, the sample of this study, the researcher only took one class as the 

representative. In determining the sample, a class was taken by using simple 

random sampling. According to Sugiyono (2015) simple random sampling is a 

random sampling of members from the population without considering to the 

existing strata in the population. Because the purpose of simple random sampling 

is to reduce the potential for human bias in the selection of cases to be included in 

the sample, therefore, the representative class that was taken was not a bias in this 

research. 

 

3.4 Variables of The Research 

In research, variables are factors that researcher measure, control, or manipulate. 

Variable is defined by Setiyadi (2018) as a characteristic of a group of individuals, 

their behavior, or the variable environment of one individual to others. In this 

study, two types of variables were used to measure the impact of the treatment 

namely dependent variable and independent variable. The dependent variable is a 

variable that the researcher observes and measures to determine the influence of 

  T1     X      T2 
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the independent variable, whereas the independent variable is the primary variable 

that the researcher wished to examine. The factors in this study were as follows: 

Students’ reading comprehension skill in narrative text was dependent variable 

(Y) of this research because this variable was observed and measured to determine 

the effect of independent variable.  

Webtoon was independent variable (X) of this research because this variable had 

effects to dependent variable. In conclusion, there were two variables in this 

research. They were students’ reading comprehension skill in narrative text as 

dependent variable (Y) and Webtoon as independent variable (X). 

 

3.5 Research Instrument 

In this research, the instrument that was used to obtain the data which were 

needed to answer the research questions was reading test.  A test is a series of 

questions and exercises used to assess an individual's or group's achievement or 

capacity. The aims of the test was to determine students' reading comprehension 

on narrative text after teaching and learning reading comprehension using 

Webtoon as a media in the class.  

There are three kinds of test, try out, pre-test and post-test that given to the 

students. The test that was conducted before giving treatment namely pre-test. The 

aims of this test is to find out about the students prior knowledge. Post-test 

conducted after the researcher gave treatment. The aim of this test is to find out 

the students’ achievement. In this research, the researcher used multiple choice 

items. The items of reading text and syllabus in line with the curriculum being 

applied at the school. 

 

Table 3.1. Table Specification of Try Out Test 

No Reading 

Aspects 

Items Number Number Percentage of 

Items 

1. Identifying Main 

Idea 

1,9,18,28,34,39,44,47 8 10% 
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Table 3.2. Specification of Pre-Test 
 

No Reading 

Aspects 

Items Number Number Percentage of 

Items 

1. Identifying Main 

Idea 

6,9,15,18,20,27 6 25% 

2. Specific 

Information 

1,4,30 3 5% 

3. Identifying 

Reference 

12,25,26,29 4 20% 

4. Determining 

Inference 

3,7,8,13,14,16,21,23,28 9 30% 

5. Vocabulary 2,5,10,11,17,19,22,24 8 20% 

 Total  30 items 100% 

 

Table 3.3 Specification of Post-Test 
No Reading 

Aspects 

Items Number Number Percentage of 

Items 

1. Identifying Main 

Idea 

1, 6, 13, 16, 20, 27 6 20% 

2. Specific 

Information 

2, 8, 10, 17, 21, 23 6 20% 

3. Identifying 

Reference 

7, 15, 19, 22, 28, 30 6 20% 

4. Determining 

Inference 

4, 5, 12, 18, 25, 26 6 20% 

5. Vocabulary 3, 9, 11, 14, 24, 29 6 20% 

 Total  30 items 100% 

2. Specific 

Information 

2,5,10,21,22,23,37,50 
8 10% 

3. Identifying 

Reference 

15,16,25,30,32,36,45,46,49 9 20% 

4. Determining 

Inference 

4,6,7,11,12,13,14,17,26,27,29,3

1,35,38,40,42,48 

17 50 

5. Vocabulary 3,8,19,20,24,33,41,43 8 10% 

 Total  50 items 100% 
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3.6 Try Out of The Instrument 

The researcher gave a try out test to this the research in order to prove whether the test 

items re-applicable or not. It was also to find out the validity, reliability, or level of 

difficulty, and discrimination power of the test to students. Try out of the instrument 

was conducted with the aim to determine whether the tests had a good quality or not 

before being given to the students. Hence, a good test would be consisted by four 

criteria that should have fulfilled: validity, reliability, level of difficulty, and 

discrimination power. 

 

3.6.1 Validity 

 

A test is said to be valid if it measures the thing to be tested and meets 

specified requirements. According to Setiyadi (2018), there are two types of 

validity; content validity and construct validity. These two types of validity 

are examined in order to determine whether or not the test has an excellent 

validity. In this study, the validity of the test was measured by two factors: 

 

a. Content Validity 

According to Setiyadi (2018), content validity is whether the test is properly 

representative and comprehensive for the test. The materials provided in the 

content validity must be appropriate for the curriculum. In this study, the 

researcher  administered a narrative text reading test to senior high school 

students in the first grade. In terms of content validity, the test was considered 

valid because the content was chosen in accordance with the 2013 English 

Curriculum, the objectives in the curriculum and the lesson plan of the first-

grade students at Senior High School Muhammadiyah 2 Bandarlampung 

which they were expected to comprehend or get the meaning from narrative 

text by reading the text.  
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In order to set up the content validity of measuring instrument, the researcher 

discovered overall content to be represented. The validity of instrument was 

related to the content and constructs validity in which the question based on 

five sort reading skills, i.e., identifying main idea, finding specific 

information, identifying reference, determining inference, and understanding 

vocabulary. All test items which had good validity would be applied to collect 

the data for this research and the less appropriate should be revised. 

Moreover, it was adopted from Educational goal stated on the Curriculum and 

syllabus for the first grade of senior high school students and represented the 

material teach in the class. Those were the following ways to prove whether 

the test had a good content validity.  

 

b. Construct Validity 

According to Setiyadi (2018), construct validity is needed for the test 

instrument which has some indicators in measuring one aspect or construct. In 

reading test, the researcher made some items of reading that could be used to 

measure students’ reading ability based on some criteria of reading aspects. 

According to Nuttal (1982), there are five aspects of reading comprehension 

that the students must have such as determining the main idea, locating 

reference, making inference, detailed information, and vocabulary mastery.  

 

3.6.2 Reliability  

 

Reliability relates to the consistency of the measure. According to Setiyadi 

(2018), a test is considered reliable if its scores stay substantially steady from 

one administration to another. It signifies that a test is reliable if its score 

remains consistent from one test to the next.  To measure the coefficient of the 
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reliability between odd and even group, this research used Pearson Product 

Moment formula. The formula is: 

rxy =  
N(∑ xy) − (∑ x)(∑ y)

√[N ∑ x2 − (∑ x)2][N ∑ y2 − (∑ y)2]
 

 

Notes:  

rxy: coefficient of reliability between odd and even numbers item  

x: odd number  

y: even number  

∑x2: total score of odd number items  

∑ y2: total score of even number items  

∑xy: total score of odd and even number  

 

After getting the reliability of the test, the researcher used Spearman Browns 

Prophecy formula (Hatch and Farhady, 1982: 247). 

The formula is:  

rk =  
2rxy

1 + rxy
 

Notes: 

rx: the reliability of the whole tests 

rxy: the reliability of half tests 

The criteria of reliability as follows: 

0.90 – 1.00 = high 

0.50 – 0.89 = moderate 

0.00– 0.49 = low 

(Hatch and Farhady, 1982: 127) 
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3.6.3 Difficulty Level Analysis 

The level of difficulty is how easy or difficult the item is taken from the point 

of view of the students who take the test. Shohamy (1985), It is important 

since test items that are too easy cannot tell us about differences within the 

test population. 

According to Shohamy (1985) It is calculated by the following formula: 

 
 
 

LD =  R 
 N 
 

In which: 

LD : Level of difficulty 

R : The number of students who 

answer correctly N : The number of 

students 

With the criteria are as follows: 

<0.30: difficult 

0.30-0.70 : average 

>0.70: easy 

 

3.6.4 Discrimination Power of The Test 

Item discrimination or discrimination power explains how well the items 

perform in separating the better students from the poorer ones. If the good 

students tend to do well on an item and the poor students badly on the same 

item, then the item is a good one because it distinguishes the good from the 

bad students. This is the statement underlying the index of discrimination.  

 

To calculate the discrimination power we can use the following steps:  

1) Find the number in the upper group who got the items right 
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2) Find the number in the lower group who got the items right 

3) Then subtract the number getting it right in the upper group from the 

number getting it right from the lower group 

4) Divide this figure by one half of the total numbers of papers in the upper 

and lower groups.  

 

𝐷𝑃 =  
𝑈 − 𝐿

1
2⁄  𝑁

 

 

 

Notes: 

 DP: discrimination power 

 U: the number of students from the upper who answer correctly 

 L: the number of students from the lower who answer correctly 

 N: the number of students 

The criteria are: 

 DP: 0.00 - 0.19 = Poor items 

 DP: 0.20 - 0.39 = Satisfactory items 

 DP: 0.40 - 0.69 = Good items 

 DP: 0.70 - 1.00 = Excellent items 

 DP: - (Negative) = Bad items, should be omitted  

(Heaton, 1975: 180) 

In calculating the discrimination power, the writer divided the students into 

three groups; there were upper group, middle group and lower group. From 

the calculation, we can classify the discrimination power of the items into 
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satisfactory item, good item, reasonably good, and poor item. The item which 

got zero index discrimination or negative discrimination power means that the 

item was bad. The item with negative value meant that the students in the 

lower group perform better than the students in the upper group. This item 

must be revised or discarded. 

 

3.7 Scoring System 

The students’ reading test was analyzed by reading comprehension test in from of 

multiple choices test which have 30 questions. Arikunto (1997) stated in finding 

students’ individual scores in reading test. It was calculated by using percentage 

analysis formula. Every correct item that produced by the students was got 1 point 

and every incorrect item got 0 point. The formula that is used as follows: 

 

R  

Is= ― x 100 N  

N  

 

Where :  

S : Score of the test 

R : Number of Correct Answer  

N : Number of Test Analysis  

 

Reading comprehension is the ability of the students to comprehend reading. Reading 

comprehension refers to the score of obtain from the students’ reading test. The test 

was in the form of comprehension reading test. 

 

The researcher measured the result of students’ reading test with the scoring criteria 

proposed by Depdikbud (2014) which was described in table below: 
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Table 3.4 Classification Scoring for Students’ Rubric Assessment 

Classification Score Indicator 

Excellent  

  

9.6-10  

 

No or one error of 

comprehension 

Very good  

 

8.6-9.5  

 

Two error of 

comprehension  

Good  

 

7.6-8.5  

 

Three error of 

comprehension  

Fair Good  

 

6.6-7.5  

 

Four error of 

comprehension  

Fair  

 

5.6-6.5  

 

Five error of 

comprehension  

Poor  

 

3.6-5.5  

 

Six-seven error of 

comprehension 

Very poor  

 

0-3.5  Almost all error of 

comprehension 

 

3.8  Data Collecting Procedure 

The procedures of this research were described as follows: 

 

1) Selecting and determining the population and sample  

The population was all the tenth grade students in SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Bandar 

Lampung. But in this research, the researcher only took one class as the sample of 

this research by using random sampling. 

2) Finding and selecting the material 

In this session, the material was taken from Webtoon. Furthermore, the genre and 

story was chosen by the teacher and it was based on the curriculum 2013 related to 

the narrative text material. 

3) Administering try-out test to analyze the quality of reading comprehension test  
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The try-out class was given by using multiple-choice items with five answer choices. 

Through the try-out, the researcher recognized the reliability and validity of the test.  

4) Administering a pre-test  

Pre-test would be conducted to measure the student’s reading comprehension ability 

before the treatment. In this research, pre-test was given in the form of reading test 

related to the narrative text. Then, the students were asked to answer the test which 

contains 30 items of multiple choices. 

 

5) Conducting treatment 

After giving the pretest to students, the researcher conducted the meeting for at least 

three meetings which took 90 minutes every meeting. In this step, the researcher 

taught reading comprehension for narrative text by using Webtoon as the learning 

media. 

6) Administering a post-test 

The post-test was conducted to see the improvement of student’s reading 

comprehension ability after they were given the treatments. The test was in the form 

of reading test which the materials related to the curriculum that was used in the 

school. In this test, the students were given the same instruction as pre-test. 

7) Analyzing the data (pre-test and post-test) 

After scoring the pre-test and post-test, the data was analyzed by using SPSS software 

program. It was used to find out the means of pre-test and post-test and how 

significant of the improvement was. The researcher analyzed the improvement by 

comparing the students’ scores of pretest and post-test. If the students’ score of the 

post-test was better than the pre-test, it meant that there was no improvement in 

students’ reading comprehension ability. 

 

In other words, there are some steps of research procedure in this research starting 

from selecting and determining the population and sample, finding and selecting the 

material, administering try-out test, administering pre-test, conducting treatment, 

administering post-test, and analyzing the data (pre-test and post-test). 
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3.9 Data Analysis 

In order to find out how significant the improvement of the students’ reading 

comprehension in narrative text after they are taught by using Webtoon, the data was 

analyzed by using Paired Sample T-test. According to Setiyadi (2018), using Paired 

Sample T-test for hypothesis testing. 

The students’ score was computed by doing two activities, such as scoring the pre-

test and the post-test and drawing conclusions.  Then, tabulating the result of the test 

and calculating the mean of pre-test and the post-test. The mean was calculated by 

applying the following formula: 

M =  
∑ X

N
 

Where: 

M: mean (average score) 

X: the total students score 

N: total number of students 

(Hatch and Farhady, 1982) 

 

Making conclusions from the results of the tabulation of the tests given were by  

analyzing data statistics using paired T-test Statistical Package for Social Sciences 

(SPSS) to test whether student improvement gain is significant or not, where the 

significance is determined by p <0.05. Then, it was used as data from one sample 

(Hatch and Farhady, 1982).  

 

To be able to know whether students got any improvement or not, they were 

formulated as follows: 

I =  X2 − X1 

I: improvement in students' reading comprehension achievements 

X2: average post-test score 
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X1: average score of the pre-test 

(Hatch and Farhady, 1982) 
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3.10 Hypothesis Testing 

Hypothesis testing is used to prove whether the hypothesis proposed in this research 

is accepted or not. The hypotheses of this research are as follows 

 

 

 

H1: There is significant improvement of the students’ reading comprehension 

narrative text after they are taught by Webtoon. 

H0: There is no significant improvement of the students’ reading comprehension in 

narrative text after they are taught by using Webtoon 

 

H0: T1 ≤ T2 

H1: T1 < T2 



 

 

V. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

This chapter consists of conclusions and suggestions as the reference for the 

future researcher or the English teacher who wants to use Webtoon as a learning 

media to improve students’ reading comprehension in narrative text. 

5.1 Conclusions 

Based on the result of the data analysis, the researcher concluded that there was a 

significant improvement of students’ reading comprehension skill in narrative text 

after being taught by using Webtoon as media. This was supported by the 

teaching and learning process which was successfully done without any 

significant obstacles. During the learning activity, the students kept motivated and 

were engaged well to the learning. Furthermore, this research found that the 

pictures in Webtoon media helped the students to comprehend the text in narrative 

text and understand the aspects of reading comprehension more easily. The media 

could acknowledge the students to explore their ideas based on their individual 

background knowledge and the support from partners when they had group 

discussion. It could be said that Webtoon media had a good positive result in 

teaching learning activities in the class. However, this study had also its 

limitation. Therefore, future researcher must be able to take into account of those 

limitations for the next research when using Webtoon for reading comprehension 

in narrative text. 

5.2 Suggestions 

Based on the research result, here are some suggestions from the researcher. 

1.  Suggestion for English Teachers 

a. Considering the advantages of Webtoon as a media, the researcher suggested 

that English teachers of the class should use Webtoon as an alternative media in  
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reading comprehension for narrative text.  Webtoon as a media not only helped 

the students to improve their skill in reading comprehension but also increased the 

teacher’s creativity and performance in the class. However, the teacher must 

consider the content of the Webtoon stories that would be chosen for teaching 

material in reading comprehension of narrative text.  Make sure that the content 

of the chosen stories are in line with the syllabus for narrative text. 

b. The teacher should be able to modify the learning process when using Webtoon 

as a media such as the method or the approach that used together with the 

Webtoon should be able in achieving the objectives of the learning in reading 

comprehension of narrative text. 

c. When using Webtoon for students, make sure that all students are engaged in 

reading and understanding the story in narrative text. 

2.  Suggestion for Future Researcher 

a. Future researcher is recommended to continue and improve the implementation 

of Webtoon as media, perhaps by dealing with other skill such as listening, 

speaking, and writing. 

b. In fact, the student’s reading comprehension scores were still low in any 

aspects especially in vocabulary. Thus, the future researchers are suggested to pay 

attention more in improving student’s vocabulary. 

In short, these are the conclusions of this research and the suggestions for English 

teachers  and other researchers who are interested to use Webtoon as media for 

teaching English and those who wants to conduct any relevant researches in 

further that the researcher has been explained in this chapter. 
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