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ABSTRACT 

 

THE USE OF PICTURE CUE TO IMPROVE STUDENTS’ ABILITY IN 

WRITING A DESCRIPTIVE TEXT IN SMA AL-KAUTSAR 

By 

M. Aptarizq Eka Putra 

 

The research was carried out to see whether there is a significant improvement in 

students’ writing ability after students were taught through picture cue in 

descriptive text. This was a quantitative study with one group pre-test and post-

test design. The sample was thirty-one students in class X.10 at senior high school 

Al-Kautsar Bandar Lampung in the 2023/2024 academic year. This study used test 

in the form of making a descriptive text as the instrument. The data were collected 

through pre-test and post-test in the form of written tests. Data results were 

analyzed using SPSS Version 26,  then using a paired sample t-test significant 

level of 0.05. After researcher analyzed the data, there was significant 

improvement based on students result in pre-test and post-test. Proven by students 

pre-test mean score was 68.26, while post-test was 78.45. The gain between pre-

test and post-test was 10.19. Moreover, the value of two-tailed signficance was 

0.000<0 05, T-value which is -7.693 > T-table 2.042. It means that,  H0  is rejected 

and H1 is accepted. The results showed that there was a significant improvement 

in students writing ability after being taught through picture cue in descriptive 

text. Therefore, it can be concluded that picture cue is effective to improve 

students’ ability in writing descriptive text. 

Keywords: Picture Cue, Descriptive Text, Writing Ability, Organize Ideas, 

Creativity.  
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 I.  INTRODUCTION  

This chapter contains of research background, research question, objective of the 

research, uses of the research, scope of the research, and definition of terms.  

1.1.  Research Background  

English is the most common used language in the world for international 

languages in all countries. Indonesia is one of the country that uses English for its 

international language. Indonesia also teaches English as a compulsory subject for 

all students to be teach in schools. Learning English is important for us, it is not 

only to get information for academic purposes, but also to get the knowledge, 

science, and technology.  

According to the expert, Hadfield (in Charef C, 2019) states that Listening, 

reading, speaking, and writing are referred to as ‘the four skills’. As one of the four 

skills, writing is important skill as a tool of communication (Sadiku L. M. 2015). 

As we know, speaking and writing are productive skills, they are require the 

learners to produce something. Listening and reading are receptive skills, which 

they are require to the learners to only understanding.  

Writing in learning activities is one of an important things to learn of the 

four English skills to learn for the students. Teaching writing English in Indonesian 

schools is not an easy task. In academic purposes, the students require not only 

able to speak but also to write in English. To get excellent achievement in writing, 

they had to master the five aspects such as; content, organization, grammar, 

vocabulary, and mechanics.   
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Moreover, the writer has conducted in the school and have found the 

problems that can appears in writing is in term of content and vocabulary. Erine et 

al (2023), mentioned in their study, the students were lazy to learn vocabulary and 

difficult to generating idea. Instead, the teacher had told students to do. They also 

lacked of self-confidence and motivation Astuti (2018). They tended to be passive 

and merely listened to the teacher. The teacher controlled most of the activities and 

used minimum media to support the teaching of writing.   

Before disscussing about writing, there are several previous research related 

with the study. The first research that can be used as reference is “Old but Gold: 

The Use of Picture Cues to Teach Writing” by Soviyah and Yuniah (2018). The 

research focus was picture cue as a teaching media in writing. The sample of the 

research was in Junior High School students with 56 students as the experimental 

group and controlled group, the students divided inti two groups, each groups have 

28 students.. The experimental group is taught using picture cues while the control 

group is taught without picture cues. Moreover, the result of the pretest shows that 

in the beginning, both experimental and control groups have slightly different 

ability in writing with the mean scores 51.32 and 47.86 respectively. Meanwhile, 

the result of the posttest indicates an obvious difference between them in which the 

experimental group gains 65.75 as its mean score and the control group gets 59.14. 

Thus, it can be stated that the implementation of picture cue can help the students 

to improving their writing ability.  

Furthermore, other research with entittle “Improving Students Writing 

Skills of Descriptive Text by Using Picture”, was conducted by Nasir et al (2013). 

The research aimed to find out whether picture can improved the students ability in 

writing a descriptive text. The subject of this research is students of class VIII  

A in SMP N 5 kebumen. The students’ mean score of pre-test is 51.15, it improves 

up-to 57.79 in the post-test I and up to 60.82 in the post-test II. It means that, there 

were improvement of students ability in writing descriptive text after the students 

were taught by using picture.  
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Another research about “Effect of Using Picture Cues and Outlining on 

EFL Learners Writing Skill”, was conducted by Karimi (2016). The study was 

aimed which one is the best to improving students ability in writing by using 

picture cue and outline. The sample of the data is 40 Iranian EFL learners. The 

result of the research was revealed that the subjects’ scores on writing with their 

own outline were significantly higher than the scores on picture cue writing. It is 

interesting that the students scores on writing with their own outlining were 

significantly higher than their scores on writing following teacher-made outline. 

Based on this study, it was found that using picture cue in teaching writing is 

always smooth in order to improving the students ability in writing. The students 

can using their own imagination to write down the picture they see.  

In conclusion, the research studies reviewed consistently demonstrate the 

positive effects of incorporating visual cues in writing instruction. The first study 

by Soviyah and Yuniah (2018) supports the idea that using picture cues can 

significantly improve middle school students’ writing skills. A study by Nasir et al. 

(2013) support this idea by showing that students’ descriptive writing skills 

improve when they are taught using images. Additionally, Karimi’s study (2016) 

found that while outlines may be better than picture cues in some contexts, the use 

of picture cues is consistently effective  for improving writing skills. This provides 

valuable insight into how it works. The results suggest that incorporating visual 

cues into writing instruction can promote smooth and imaginative processes in 

students, leading to improved overall writing skills.  

Based on the previous studies, the researcher was applied the use of picture 

cue to improve students’ ability in writing a descriptive text. Furthermore, The 

students in senior high school are teach some texts, the text has listed by 

department of education in Kurikulum Merdeka (Merdeka Belajar), in Kurikulum 

Merdeka, the texts were taught for first grade in senior high school, they are : 

narative, descriptive, and recount text.  

According to Heaton cited in Jayanti (2019) states that “The writing skills 

are complex and sometimes difficult to teach, requiring mastery not only of 

grammatical and rhetorical devices but also of conceptual and judgmental 
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element”. In other words, the previous studies have shown that the written text is 

sometimes difficult to teach by teacher to the students.  

Moreover, Sperotto, L. (2016) states that Picture cue is visual aids or 

images that are used to support learning and understanding. The picture cue serve 

as prompts or cues to help students recall or understand information. Picture cue 

can be stand alone images or used in conjunction with text or other instructional 

materials.  

Picture cue is one of the visual aids by the teacher in learning and teaching 

process. Picture cue which are common used to teach as a visual technique, silent 

video, and so on. With this, students can enjoy while in learning activities, because 

the learning activity by guessing the messages or understanding the content of the 

picture by their own ability. Students also can easily to unferstanding the content of 

the picture, because it is related to the material given.    

1.2.  Research Question  

Concerning the research background, the writer formulates the problem of study, as 

followed :   

Is there any significant improvement in using picture cue to improve students’ 

ability in writing a descriptive text in SMA Al-Kautsar?  

1.3.  Objective of the Research 

The study contains to :  

Find out the significant improvement of using picture cue to improve students’ 

ability in writing a descriptive text in SMA Al-Kautsar as teaching media.  

1.4.  Uses of the Research  

The research could be useful in several theoritical and practice obejective. 

.Following are some applications of this study: 
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1. Theoretically, it can support the previous studies that prove the use of 

picture cue for teaching writing.  

2. Practically, it may help English teacher to provide sufficient material and 

activity in teaching writing by applying picture cue.  

1.5.  Scope of the Research  

The research used a quantitative approach. This research focused on 

students ability to write text, which was treated by a picture cue to write descriptive 

text. The population was the first grade in senior high school Al-Kautsar in the 

second semester of the 2023–2024 school year. The researcher focused on students’ 

abilities in writing descriptive text about a place through a picture cue as learning 

material to improve their abilities in writing descriptive text in terms of content, 

organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanics. Therefore, there were four 

meetings in total for research. A pre-test and post-test were applied in order to 

measure the improvement in this research.  

1.6.  Definition of Terms  

1) Writing  

Writing is a process of creating an expression, note, information or story using 

characters with the aim of communicating. In other words, writing is a skill in 

which we express our ideas, feelings, and thoughts that are arranged in words, 

sentences, and paragraph by using hand, brain, and eye. (NILAM, O., 2021)  

2) Picture Cue  

Picture cue mean a collections of picture. A collection of picture related things, 

or events. Picture cue can be use in writing ability.  The students should be 

instructed to make a descriptive texts, or recount text, or narative text in each 

picture.  

3) Descriptive Text  
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Descriptive text is a text that describe something or someone with detail, 

descriptive text can be describing person, animal, plants, or even a building.  

This chapter has discussed the background of the study, research question, 

objectives of the study, the significance of the study, scope of the study, and 

definition of terms. To strengthen and support chapter 1, the researcher formulates 

the previous studies and theories in the next chapter.  

  

  

 



 

 

 

  

  

II.    LITERATURES REVIEW 

This chapter presents the definition of writing, the aspect of writing, 

teaching writing, concept of writing, teaching writing in a descriptive text, 

advantages and disadvantages of writing, theoretical assumption and hypothesis.  

2.1.    Previous Studies 

Several studies dealing with this topic have been done. Accordingly, some 

relevant research conserning the use of picture cue as a method for teaching and 

learning activities, and how picture cue could help students improve their writing 

ability is described further in the purpose of the references for this research. 

The first study was conducted by Soviyah and Yuniah (2018), The study 

aims at finding out the effectiveness of the use of picture cues in teaching writing. 

The study belongs to an experimental research involving two groups of experiment 

and control. The eighth grade students of a private junior high school in Central 

Java Indonesia are chosen as the subject of the research during 2017/2018 

academic year. The experimental group is taught using picture cues while the 

control group is taught without picture cues. Pre-test and post-test are used as 

techniques to collect the data. The study also explained how the picture cue help 

students in writing process. 

The second finding was conducted by Karimi (2016), his study present 

investigated the effects on EFL learners’ writing ability of some picture cue and 

outlining during the pre-writing stage. To do so, 40 Iranian EFL learners. His study 

was conducted to test the effects of picture cues and outlining on EFL learners 

writing ability. This study shows how picture cue as visual aids help students on 

outlining the writing idea. Especially in pre-writing stage, the picture cue 
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improving students writing. The study has show the good result of picture 

cue in teaching and learning of writing activity. 

Furthermore, Nasir et al (2016), have researched, and discuss about picture 

cue in teaching and learning peocess using picture cue, the purpose of the research 

is to investigate whether or not pictures can improve students’ writing skill and 

class condition. The subject of this research is students of class VIII A in SMP N 5 

Kebumen. The method of the research is a classroom action research. The result 

was, the students are more enthusiastic and full attention in joining the lesson with 

various pictures. That teaching writing using pictures could attract the students. 

Moreover, pictures stimulated the students to make descriptive paragraph to be 

easy. They became more motivated and enthusiastic in learning English. 

Moreover, Ambarsari (2018) mention in their study that, the study was 

conducted in SMPN 1 Dlingo, picture cue can helps students to develop their ideas, 

it was shown in their studies that picture cue helps a lot in students writing activity. 

Then, students were more attracted while learning and teaching activities, and 

listening the teaching activity well. 

Based on the previous study mentioned above, this study aims to discuss 

about the use of picture cue to improving students’ writing ability. The difference 

between this study’s research and other researchers is that, the reseacher attempys 

to perform in the first grade of senior high school level. The data will be collected 

by using pre-test and post-test. 

2.2.    Writing  

According to McCrimmon in Kurnia (2012), writing is an activity to 

explore thoughts and feelings about a subject, choose the things to write about, and 

determine how to write them so that readers can understand them easily and 

clearly. Slamet in Kurnia (2012) himself expressed his opinion about writing, 

which is an activity that requires complex abilities. In other words, someone can 

communicate or express what he or she wants from others and their response to the 

writer. It means that in order to express someone’s ideas, the writer must also 
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attend to the aspect of writing in order for the message or information to be 

understandable to the reader. According to Angelo cited in Kartika (2019) writing 

is a form of thinking, but thinking for a certain reading and for a certain time. One 

of the most important tasks of the writer is to master the principles of writing and 

thinking, which will help him achieve his goals and objectives. The most important 

of these principles are invention, arrangement, and style. In short, learning to write 

means learning to think in a certain way. 

According to Gould, DiYanni, & Smith cited in Pane (2019), writing is a 

creative act. The act of writing is creative because it requires interpreting or 

making sense of something: an experience, a text, or an event. Writing is creative 

behavior because it requires understanding or feeling something: an experience, 

writing, or event.  

Based on the experts above, we can conclufe that writing is a process of 

creating notes, information or stories using characters. Writing can be done on 

work media using tools such as pens or pencils. Writing is a media for people to 

expressing their ideas into a paper or any media to write.   

2.3.    Aspects of Writing  

Writing is used to communicate from writer to reader. Writing is needed in 

all life activities, for example, expressing our advice, greetings, and feelings 

through written form. This aspect of writing will make our writing or use of 

language good.  

According to Tarigan, as cited in Kustini and Fakhrudin (2019), writing is 

the act of expressing ideas, opinions, or thoughts and feelings through written 

language. Lado, also referenced in the same source, defines writing as the process 

of using graphic symbols to represent language that conveys meaning to others. 

Based the explanation above, writing must fullfil several aspect. According 

to Jacobs (1981 : 90) there are five aspect of writing, namely :  



10  

 

A. Content, means to the substance of writing, the experience of the main idea 

of the text. It deals with groups of related statements that a writer presents 

as unit in developing a subject.   

B. Organization, means to the structure of a writing piece. The sentences 

should be arranged logically and flow smoothly.  

C. Vocabulary, means to the selection of words that are suitable or appropriate 

to the content. As a general rule, clarity should be the writer’s prime 

objective.  

D. Language use, it means to the use of the choice of the word, correct 

grammatical form of syntactic pattern on separating, combining and 

grouping ideas in words, phrases, clauses, and sentences to produce logical 

relationships in writing.  

E. Mechanics, means to the rules of written language. It consists of the steps 

or arranging letters, words, sentences, paragraphs, and punctuation by using 

knowledge of structure and some others related one another.  

In other words, Jacobs five key aspects of content, structure, vocabulary, 

language use, and mechanics emphasize the need for a comprehensive and skillful 

approach to communicating ideas. Ensuring strong content, logical structure, 

choosing the right words for clarity, using language accurately, and following the 

rules of written language all help you master the art of writing. Recognizing and 

mastering these aspects is essential for writers who want to communicate their 

ideas effectively and consistently.   

2.4.   Teaching Writing  

In practice to teaching writing,  there are several steps or procedure to follow. 

According to Blanchard and Root (2003), the procedure can be described as 

follows;  

1. Pre-writing  
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Pre-writing means a preparation step before the writing process. Picture cue 

was applied on this step to brainstorming activities in order to gather ideas for 

writing. The students saw the picture cue from the teacher, and it was about a place 

and the students need to describe it based on their first sight. Moreover, the teacher 

asks the students some questions related to the picture, such as, Can you tell me 

what kind of place this is? Can you mention the famous story of the picture, 

etc.?  In summary, effective writing requires the comprehensive approach outlined 

by Jacobs (1981).  

2. Writing  

In this step, the teacher gave general information related to descriptive texts 

(social function, generic structure, and language features). After the teacher 

explained to the students, the students were divided into groups and asked to 

observe the picture cue that was distributed by the teacher. Furthermore, the 

teacher asked the students to discuss and make notes related to the picture with the 

help of the teacher. After that, the students were asked to create a descriptive text 

based on the picture, taking into consideration the generic structure and language 

features of descriptive texts. Then, the teacher asked the students to check the 

errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling of their work through peer 

correction.  

3. Revising  

In this step, the students were encouraged to revise through collaborative 

writing. Revising involved rewriting the students’ first draft after finishing what 

had already been done in order to improve it. After proofreading by peer 

correction, the students' work was collected by the teacher. Upon collecting the 

work, the teacher checked and marked each student's work individually, providing 

comments and suggestions as feedback. Then, the students received their work 

back to check and review their mistakes, after which they were asked to revise 

based on the teacher's comments before submitting their final work.  
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In summary, the process of teaching writing, as described by Blanchard and 

Root (2003), involves three important steps. That is, prewriting, writing, and 

revising. The pre-writing stage focuses on preparation through activities such as 

brainstorming and using image cues to generate ideas. The writing steps include 

providing information about the explanatory text, group observation of picture 

clues, and co-creating the explanatory text considering structural and language 

features. The final step, revision, allows students to improve their work through 

peer correction, teacher feedback, and subsequent revisions based on comments. 

This comprehensive approach aims to develop effective writing skills by 

integrating preparation, creation, and refinement into the teaching process.  

2.5.   Descriptive text  

Some experts have shared their views about the definition of descriptive 

text. According to Kane cited in Widasari, 2013,descriptive text is defined as in the 

following sentence: Description is about sensory experience how something looks, 

sounds, or tastes. Mostly, it is about the visual experience, but description also 

deals with other kinds of perception. Anderson cited in Rahmah (2017) states that 

descriptive text describes a particular person, place, or thing. It means that 

descriptive text is designed especially for a person, a place, or things.  

Furthermore, Faisal and Suwandita (2013, p. 242) explained that the 

generic structure of a descriptive paragraph covers up identification, which is a part 

of the paragraph that introduces or identifies the character to be described. It can be 

called a general description of the object. Usually, it contains the object's name, 

kind of object. The next is a description, which is a part of a paragraph that 

describes parts, qualities, and characteristics of the place or something that will be 

described. It should be described in detail, so the readers can get a clear description 

of the object.  

So, it can be said that this descriptive text is a text that explains a person or 

an object is like, whether its form, its properties, its amount, and others. The 
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purpose of the descriptive text is clear: to describe, represent, or reveal a person or 

an object, either abstract or concrete.  

2.6.   Writing Ability In Descriptive text  

Writing is an activity that transfers messages by arranging words in writing. 

In other words, students' writing creativity is a power inside and out of them to 

participate in writing activities. Writing descriptive text requires structure, 

organization, punctuation, discipline, spelling, and vocabulary. Additionally, 

students are expected to be able to systematically write their ideas  

 

Students must first understand what descriptive text is before they can 

begin to compose it. "Descriptive text is a text type we use when we want to tell 

how something looks, smells, feels, acts, tastes, sounds, etc." state Gerot & Wignell 

(1994: 208). This means that we can write a descriptive text to describe anything to 

someone using words, such as how it appears, tastes, smells, feels, acts, or sounds. 

Identification and description make up the generic framework of descriptive 

writing as well. Before writing their own descriptive texts, students must 

understand what a descriptive text is and how it is organized. In addition, in order 

for students to produce high-quality descriptive texts, they must be aware of the 

grammatical characteristics of descriptive texts.  

2.7.     Picture Cue  

According to Purwaningtias, Y. (2018), the word picture cue is made up of 

the two consecutive words picture and cue combined. Collins (2005) defined 

picture as an object or scene represented visually on a surface, like in a painting or 

photo.  Oxford dictionary (2015) As for cue, they are defined as events or actions 

that serve as indicators for others to take action. defined cue as the role, duty, or 

behavior that is implied or assigned to a person. defined cue as the role, duty, or 

behavior anticipated of or assigned to an individual. Combining these suggested 

meanings, picture cues are visual representations of objects, people, or scenes that 
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are created on a surface and serve as cue to action. In short, picture cue are 

collections of images that depict connected signals or occurrences in succession.  

On the other hand, According to Brown (2003: 226), picture-cue is 

activities that offer a nonverbal means to stimulate written responses. It means that 

by giving students pictures, it is easier for them to get the idea from pictures. 

Picture-cue activities contain pictures telling or illustrating someone, something, or 

somewhere. They guide students to explore and generate ideas to write. The 

students would not be confused about what they would write anymore. After they 

understand the idea, it will be much easier for them to generate the idea.   

Below is the example of picture cue: 

In an educational or psychological context, a picture cue is a visual stimulus 

or prompt that helps an individual remember information or perform a specific 

task. It is often used as a memory aid or to aid learning by associating images with 

concepts, making it easier for individuals to remember and understand information. 

The concept of using picture cue, such as images, as memory aids or learning tools 

has roots in cognitive psychology and educational theory.  

The effects of presenting pictures during the pre-writing stage on the 

writing abilities of senior high school students were giving them ideas in writing. 

The results of this study were show that presenting pictures during the pre-writing 

and writing stage will positively influence the five aspects of writing.   
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2.8.   Teaching Writing Through Picture Cue   

As what Dwigustini et al (2021) mentioned in their study, picture cue was 

used in the whole activities in a groups. The purpose is, to make sure the students 

know how to describe the pictures given. Then, the goal of teaching writing is to 

equip students with the necessary tools and strategies to express their thoughts and 

ideas effectively through written communication. It encompasses various forms of 

writing, including essays, reports, narratives, persuasive texts, and creative writing. 

Furthermore, Dwigustini et al. (2021), mentioned in her study, picture cues can 

help students express their ideas and create a good atmosphere in the teaching and 

learning process. 

In the classroom, particularly in writing, learners are taught using various 

methods, often with different purposes depending on the texts they study. Adas and 

Bakir (2013), mentioned in their study, the most important factor in writing 

exercises is that students need to be personally involved in order to make the 

learning experience of great value. However, many students focus on acquiring 

scores rather than understanding how to effectively use English texts. This can lead 

to less motivation to learn the language beyond achieving a high score. 

As we know that in writing activity, the students taught by having 

repetition, Utomo (2016) in his study, written text can help people to memorize 

something, because people sometimes have difficulty to remember something, 

even sometimes they have difficulty to remember something that they did 

yesterday or last week. The repetition is hoped to make the students familiar ti the 

written texts that have taught, and can remember recall their work. With writing 

ability, the students can try to express their feeling with words or even text.  

Teaching writing through picture means teaching how to use the visual 

communication. The students will learn by seeing picture in each situation given by 

the teacher in the classroom activity. For example in descriptive text, the teacher 

ask students to make descriptive text of “Cat”, the teacher provide a picture of a 

cat. The picture provide is must be simple.  
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The procedure in this research on applying picture cue in teaching descriptive text 

as follows   

1) The students were given an example of descriptive text.  

2) The teacher explains briefly about the descriptive text.  

3) The students and the teacher were discussed to analyze the generic structure 

and language features of descriptive text.  

4) The students were divided into some groups consist of 2-3 students.  

5) The students were handed out the picture cue about Mother.  

6) The students were asked ro comprehend the picture cue.  

7) The students were asked to identify the generic structure of descriptive text 

(identification and description) based on the story and picture cue that have 

been given.  

8) The students were asked to underline the adjective in the text, and make 

sentences by using those adjective.  

9) The students were asked to find the simple present tense in the text.  

10) The students werw asked to discuss their work. Each group were asked to 

present their work and the other group give response or feedback.  

11) The teacher clarifies and concludes the result of disscussion.  

12) The teacher collect the students worksheet.  

13) The teacher asked students to create descriptive text about a place 

individually based on the instruction given in the paper.  

14) The teacher collect the students worksheet.  

2.9.    Advantages and disadvantages of picture cue in teaching writing  

Advantages 

1. Easier to understand. 

2. Comprehension. 

3. Imaginary 

4. Effectiveness 

5. Low risk. 
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Disvantages 

1. Expensive. 

2. Time consuming. 

2.10.    Theoretical assumption  

Based on the explanations and opinions of experts, researcher assume that 

by employing picture cue as a teaching technique for descriptive writing may 

enhance students' abilities. It was hoped that integrating pictures into instruction 

could enhance writing skills. Additionally, using picture cue can promote active 

engagement in teaching and learning activities, enabling students to express their 

ideas more freely. Furthermore, students could boost their self-confidence by 

articulating their thoughts in writing.   

The results of the study conducted by the researcher demonstrated an 

improvement in students' ability to write descriptive text after being taught with 

picture cue. This suggests that picture cue can indeed enhance students' writing 

abilities. A picture can assist students in visualizing their ideas, aiding in their 

expression on paper or in text. This aligns with McCrimmon's assertion, as cited in 

Slamet (2008: 141), that writing involves exploring thoughts and feelings about a 

subject, selecting content, and presenting it in a clear and understandable manner. 

To compose descriptive text effectively, students must first clarify their ideas and 

then determine how to convey them on paper. Moreover, the researcher employed 

picture cue to help students grasp vocabulary through visual aids before they begin 

writing.  

Writing is an activity that took a long time to complete, in order to put their 

ideas in thinking about something, on this research was a descriptiion about place, 

the students need to think and knowing about the place first, then write it into the 

paper. Other previous studies supported this assumption was by Angelo (1980 : 5) 

writing is a form of thinking, but thinking for a certain reading and for a certain 

time. In other words, writing activity need time to achieve, by thinking the ideas, 

they know about the topic, then they write.  
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2.11.    Hypothesis  

Based on the theoretical assumption elaborated above, the researcher states the 

hyphothesis as follows :  

1. H1 : There is significant improvement after the students were taught  

writing descriptive text through picture cue as a media. 

Hyphothesis testing is used to prove whether the hypothesis proposed in this 

research is accepted or not. The researcher used the repeated measures T-test 

whether the hyphothesis is accepted or rejected. The formulas for the hypothesis of 

this research are as follows:  

H⁰ = Sig.<0.05 

The criteria for accepting the hyphothesis above are as follows:  

Ho will be accepted if the alpha level is higher than 0.05 (α>0.05)  

H1 will be acceptted if the alpha level is lower than 0.05 (α <0.05). Furthermore, 

the hypotheses will analyze by using Repeated Measure T-test of Statistical 

Package for Social Science (SPSS).   

a. H0 : There is no significant improvement of using picture cue to improve 

students’ ability in writing a descriptive text in SMA Al-Kautsar.  

b. H1 : There is significant improvement of using picture cue to improve 

students’ ability in writing a descriptive text in SMA Al-Kautsar..  

This chapter discussed literature review. We can assume that writing is the 

process of creating notes, information, or stories using characters. Writing can be 

done on work media using tools such as pens or pencils. Writing is a medium for 

people to express their ideas on paper or any other medium. Also, use picture cues 

as a teaching technique for teaching writing. The chapter already discussed 

previous studies. writing, aspect writing, descriptive text,generic structure of 
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descriptive text, picture cue, teaching writing, teaching writing of picture cue, 

advantages and disadvantages, theoretical assumptions, and hypotheses.  
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III.    METHODS 

In this chapter, the researcher provides a brief explanation about the 

research method: research design, variable, population, and sample, place and time, 

data and data source, data collecting, method and instruments, validity, realibility, 

procedure in teaching writing, and applying picture cued, technique of data 

analysis.  

3.1.    Design  

The research was a study. The researcher used a group pre-test and post-test 

design. The researcher applied a pre-test before giving treatment to the students in 

order to find out their improvement in writing after the treatment. This research 

includes all aspects of the research design and methods to be used (Sileyew, 2019). 

The formula was used to give the result as follows:  

T1 X T2  

T 1 : Students writing ability of experimental group in pre-test  

X : Treatment teaching writing by using picture.  

T 2 : Students writing ability of experimental group in post-test  

The research was conducted over four sessions with the first-grade students 

of Senior High School Al-Kautsar. The first meeting was a pre-test session; the 

second and third meetings were treatments using picture cues; and the fourth 

meeting was a post-test to measure their improvement in writing ability.  
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3.2. Variables  

1. Independent Variable (X)  

Picture cue was an independent variable (X) of this research because this 

variable has effects to dependent variable.   

 

2. Dependent Variable (Y)  

Students ability in writing a descriptive text was the dependent variable (Y) 

of this research because this variable had observed and measured to determine the 

effect of indepentdent variable.  

In conclusion, there are two variables in this study. They were students 

ability to write a descriptive text as an independent variable (X) and picture cue as 

a dependent variable (Y).  

3.3.    Population and Sample  

1. Population  

A population can be defined as all members of any well-defined class of 

people, event, or object. A population is an object that has some qualities and 

characteristics that are chosen to be cleared and concluded by the researcher. The 

target population in the research was all the first-grade students of SMA AlKautsar 

Bandar Lampung. The total number of first grade students at SMA Al-Kautsar 

Bandar Lampung is 10 classes, which consist of more or less 35 students in each 

class.  

2. Sample  

This research used purposive sampling. The researcher used this method 

because the class that was used to research was chosen by the school. The X.10 

class was selected by the school to conduct this research. Which consist of 31 

students as the sample of this research. The reason X.10 was selected by the school 

was to improve students’ abilities, especially in English lessons. The X.10 has a 
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lower score in English than other classes. The school hopes that by conducting 

research, the researcher can improve their score. 

3.4. Place and Time  

In this research, the research took place at SMA Al-Kautsar Bandar 

Lampung, located in Bandar Lampung. On this occasion, the researcher was 

introduced in front of the class and taught the first grade students for four meetings 

in the senior high school.   

3.5.    Data and Data Source  

1)    Data  

Basically, data is a collection of information, or information from 

something obtained through observation or searching for certain sources. Data 

obtained but not processed further can be a fact or an assumption (Goodchild & 

Longley, 2021). Research cannot get information without data. The data for this 

research were the students scores in the first grade at SMA Al-Kautsar Bandar 

Lampung in the form of writing tests in the pre-test and post-test.  

In collecting the data, the researcher used tests as instruments. Two types of 

tests were used: 

A. The researcher gave a pre-test to students for an experimental group without 

using picture cue technique and allocated forty-five minutes for each student.  

B. The researcher administered treatment by using picture cues as the teaching 

technique and the materials in writing texts.  

C. The researcher conducted a post-test which had the same duration as the pre-

test.  

2)    Data source  

The data source is the subject from which the data is obtained. In this case, 

the researcher made an effort to get data from the subject. The subject was 31 first-

grade students in class at SMA Al-Kautsar Bandar Lampung.  
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3.6. Data Collecting Method and the Instrument  

Data collection is a procedure for collecting, measuring, and analyzing all 

types of information using data techniques based on company standards (Foresti et 

al.,. 2020). In this research, the instrument used was only tested. The test is in the 

form of making a descriptive text, which is to measure the skill and ability of an 

individual. There are two kinds of tests:  

A. Pre-Test  

A pre-test is a test that is carried out before the teacher starts learning 

(Suminar, et al,. 2018). The purpose of the pre test is to determine the initial ability 

of students regarding the material to be delivered. The test was given to know the 

basic competence for 31 students and to know their earlier knowledge before they 

got the treatment.  

B. Post-Test  

The definition of post test is a test that is carried out after the learning 

process is completed (Furio, et al,. 2015). Post test is a form of final evaluation of a 

lesson. Thus, the post test is carried out at the closing stage of learning activities. 

The purpose of the post test is to determine the success of the learning process and 

to measure the mastery of students' competence in the material taught by the 

teacher. Post test was also given for 31 students of the experimental group, it is to 

measure the students ability and skills after treatment. It was done to know their 

final score and to know the students' different competence before and after they got 

thw treatment. The researcher using scoring rubric by jacobs, the table of scoring 

rubric placed in the appendices in lesson plan (modul ajar).  

3.7.   Validity  

 A test can be said to be valid if the object can be measured and suitable for 

certain criteria. According to Hatch and Farhady (1982:251), there are two basic 

types of validity: content validity and construct validity. In this research, there are 

two aspects to measuring the validity of the test:  
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a. content validity  

According to Hatch and Farhady (1982), content validity is concerned with 

whether the test is sufficiently representative and comprehensive for the test. In 

terms of content validity, the materials in the curriculum must be suitable based on 

the curriculum applied in the school. In this research, the researcher used a 

descriptive text writing test, which is supposed to be comprehended by the first 

grade of senior high school students. The material will be chosen based on English 

Kurikulum Merdeka and the objectives in the lesson plan for the first grade at 

Senior High School Al-Kautsar Bandar Lampung, which stated that, In this study, 

the researcher used a descriptive text that was designed for senior high school 

students in the first grade. The test was considered valid in terms of content 

validity based on the school curriculum, which is Kurikulum Merdeka.  

b. Construct Validity  

Construct validity refers to the process of determining to what extent the 

test performance can be interpreted in terms of one or more constructs. Setiyadi 

(2013:25) states that construct validity is needed for the test instrument, which has 

some indicators for measuring one aspect or construct. In this research, the students 

will be asked to write descriptive text in order to measure their writing ability. The 

researcher will measure the results of students writing with the scoring criteria 

proposed by Jacobs et al. (1981). The scoring rubric consists of five aspects of 

writing: content, organization, language use, vocabulary, and mechanics. Thus, the 

test instrument met the criteria for construct validity. 

3.8.   Reliability  

Reliability relates to the consistency of the measure. According to Hatch 

and Farhady (1982), a test could be deemed reliable if its scores remained 

relatively stable from one administration to another, indicating stability across 

tests. Ensuring the reliability of the pre-test and post-test scores and mitigating 

writer subjectivity involved evaluating inter-rater reliability. The first rater was the 

English teacher at the school, while the second rater was the reseaecher. 

Furthermore, the researcher utilized Rank Spearman Correlation in SPSS 26 to 
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assess the correlation between the two raters. To gauge the reliability of the 

scoring, this study employed rank-order correlation with the formula:   

 

  

p : Coefficient of rank correlarion  

N : Number of students  

D : Different of rank correlation.   

1-6 : Constant number  

 

According to Arikunto (2006) The coefficient of rank correlation is analyzed with 

the standard of reliability as follows :  

1. 0.80000-1.0000 : very high reliability  

2. 0.60000-0.7900 : high reliability  

3. 0.40000-0.5900 : medium reliability  

4. 0.20000-0.3900 : low reliability  

5. 0.00000-0.1900 : very low reliability  

Based on the standard of reliability above, it could be concluded that the 

writing tests should be considered reliable if the tests reach the range of 0.60 to  

0.79 (high reliability).  

The realibility of the research showed on the explanation below:  

The result of reliability of the pre-test score  

  

  

  

 𝑃 = 1 − 0.132661   
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𝑃 = 0.867338 (Very High Reliability)   

The result of reliability of the post-test score  

  

  

  

 𝑃 = 1 − 0.286290   

𝑃 = 0.713709 (High Reliability)   

 

Based on the data above, it showed us the realibility in pre-test and post-test 

score was very high reliability, and was exceeded the standard of reliability.  

3.9.    Procedure in teaching writing by applying picture cue technique  

The procedure as follows :  

1) The teacher explains briefly about the descriptive text.  

2) The teacher is giving an example of descriptive text.  

3) The teacher invite students to discuss and analyze the generic structure and 

language features of descriptive text.  

4) The teacher divides students into some groups, consist of 2 students.  

5) The teacher are giving out the picture cue about Mother.  

6) The teacher asks the students to comprehend the picture cue.  

7) The teacher asks the students to identify the generic structure of descriptive 

text (identification and description) based on the story and picture cue that 

have been given.  

8) The students are asked to underline the adjective in the text, and make 

sentences by using those adjective.  

9) The students are asked to find the simple present tense in the text.  
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10) The students are asked to discuss their work. Each group is asked to present 

their work and the other group give response or feedback.  

11) The teacher clarifies and concludes the result of disscussion.  

12) The teacher collect the students worksheet.  

13) The teacher asked students to create descriptive text about a place 

individually based on the instruction given in the paper.  

14) The teacher collect the students worksheet  

3.10.  Data Analysis  

The results of students’ writing in the pre-test and post-tests were evaluated 

based on the aspects of writing: content, language use, organization, vocabulary, 

and mechanics. The criteria of the scoring system are based on Jacobs et al. (1981). 

Below are the percentages assigned to each aspect:   

1) Content : 30%  

2) Organization : 20%  

3) Language use : 25%  

4) Vocabulary : 20%  

5) Mechanics : 5%  

Furthermore, the result of the students performance in the pre-test was 

compared with the result of their post-test. To analyze the data collection from the 

writing test, the researcher processed the data through the following steps:  

1. Scoring the writing test (pre-test and post-test)  

2. Finding the mean of the pre-test and post-test by using this formula ;  

   

Md = mean  

Σd = total score of students  

N = number of students  
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To be able to know whether students get any progress after taught by picture cue, 

the researcher were applied the following formula :  

T = X2 – X1 

T = improvement on students writing ability  

X2 = Average score of post-test  

X1 = Average score of pre-test  

3. Drawing conclusion by comparing the means of pre-test and post-test  

(Hatch and Farhady, 1982:172)  

3.11.  Data Treatment  

The procedure of treating the data that researcher used as follows :  

3.11.1. Normality test  

The purpose of composing normalitity test was to find out thether the data 

were normally distributed ot not. Descriptive statistic SPSS 26 version were chosen 

by the researcher in order to analyze the data of the tests. To know whether the data 

are normally distributed or not, the researcher applied ShapiroWilk Formula with 

the hypotheses stated below:   

Ho: The distribution of the data is normal  

H1 : The distribution of the data is not normal.  

The level of the significance used in this research is 0.05. The significance 

of normality test result is higher than 0,05. H1 is accepted if the result of the 

normality test is higher than 0.05 ( p > 0.05). Moreover, the result of the normality 

test is shown on the table below:   

Table 3.1 Normality Test  
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Tests of Normality  

  Statistic  

Kolmogorov-

Smirn

ov df  

a  

Sig.  

 Shapiro-

Wilk 

df  

  

Sig.  Statistic  

Pre Test  .084  31  .200*  .978  31  .751  

Post Test  .130  31  .194  .905  31  .009  

*. This is a lower bound of the true significance. a. Lilliefors Significance 

Correction  

3.12.  Hyphothesis Testing  

Hyphothesis testing is used to prove whether the hypothesis proposed in this 

research is accepted or not. The researcher used the repeated measures T-test in the 

SPSS 26 version. The formulas for the hypothesis of this research are as follows:  

  H⁰ = Sig.<0.05  

1. H0 : There is no significant improvement by using picture cue to improve 

students’ ability in writing a descriptive text in SMA Al-Kautsar.  

2. H1 : There is significant improvement by using picture cue to improve 

students’ ability in writing a descriptive text in SMA Al-Kautsar.  

The criteria for accepting the hyphothesis above are as follows:  

Ho will be accepted if the alpha level is higher than 0.05 (α>0.05)  

H1 will be acceptted if the alpha level is lower than 0.05 (α <0.05). Furthermore, 

the hypotheses will analyze by using Repeated Measure T-test of Statistical 

Package for Social Science (SPSS).   

In the Chapter III Method, the researcher used a quantitative design to 

measure the achievement of students in writing ability by teaching with picture 

cues. Thus, this chapter covers the methods the researcher used, which are research 

design, the variables of the research, population, sample, data collection technique, 
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research procedures, research instrument, realibility and validity, data analysis, data 

treatment, and hypothesis testing.  
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V.    CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS 

This chapter presents the conclusion of the researcher findings and 

suggestions from the researcher to English teachers who are teaching in class, 

especially when teaching writing in descriptive text by using the picture cue 

method as an additional step in the teaching and learning process, and to those who 

want to conduct the research.  

5.1. Conclusion  

In the previous chapter, it has been discussed about the research findings, 

the researcher explained that the research has the purpose which is to find out 

whether there is significant improvement in students’ ability in writing descriptive 

text through picture cue. The result finding in this research show that there was 

significant improvement, which us you can see from the explanation below.  

The use of picture cues in the research process had a positive effect on the 

students' ability, especially in writing descriptive text. Thus, supported by the 

result, in line with the research question, it show that there is significant 

improvement in the students' ability through writing descriptive text through the 

picture cue. It can be seen from the students' results, the students' mean pre-test 

score was 68.26, while the students' mean for post-test was 78.45, with a gain of 

10.19 between pre-test and post-test mean score. Beside that, T-Value from the T-

paired sample test result is -7.693 > T table 2.042. It means that,  H0  is rejected 

and H1 is accepted.   

5.2. Suggestions  

Referring to the conclussions above, the researcher would like to provide 

suggestion as follows:  
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5.2.1. Suggestion for English Teacher  

The English teachers suggested applying picture cues in the teaching and 

learning process, especially in writing descriptive text. Due to the picture cue method, 

it can help students express their ideas and imagination in written form to express ideas 

related to the topic given.  

Furthermore, the teacher should create a fun atmosphere in the classroom by 

focusing their attention on teaching and learning processes to achieve the learning 

goals. 

The teacher also suggested asking students about daily words in each teaching 

and learning process. Thus, due to the students' lack of vocabulary, especially in 

written form, they still have vocabulary words in English, especially in written form.  

Moreover, the teacher should keep in mind the students’ reflections, ask 

students what they have learned, which parts they did not understand during the 

learning and teaching progress, and ask them what to do in the next meeting. 

5.2.2. Suggestion for further researcher  

The study only focused on the improvement of the students' writing ability in 

descriptive text. Therefore, the researchers suggests future researchers could try to find 

out the effect of picture cue methods on speaking, listening, or reading. This research 

took the first grade of senior high school as the subject.   

Further research may be carried out at various levels, such as third grade of 

senior high school, or at junior high school level.  

In this study, the researcher used descriptive text as a test subject in pre-test and 

post-test, future researcher may use other types of texts besides descriptive text, for 

example, narative text, report text, and procedure text.  

Other suggestions based on what the researcher experienced, further research 

may be more creative to create a fun atmosphere in the classroom during learning and 
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teaching progress, more active to avoid boring classes, and be more patient with what 

students do in the class. 

This chapter presents the conclusions and suggestions of research for the 

English teacher and future researchers who want to use picture cues to teach writing 

skills.      
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