
1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the Problem

Vocabulary is one of the aspects that are presented in the classroom during the

process of language teaching. According to school Based curriculum/ Kurikulum

Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP), the goal of teaching and learning at junior

high school is that the students must be able to develop communicative

competence in written as well as in spoken form. They were expected to be able

communicate both in the spoken and written form to solve the problem in their

daily lives.

Based on the Guidelines of SMP Curriculum of English (KTSP for English),

graduates of Junior High School are supported to master vocabulary in order to be

able to communicate whether in spoken or written form . The first year students of

Junior High School are expected to master 1000 words after finishing their study.

It difficult to be reached since the students often discourage and lose interest

when they found that foreign language study is just like other subject, learning on

the book only without any practice. Sometime, the teacher taught vocabulary the

same as they teach reading, structure, writing, speaking or listening without using

certain method. So it made the students lack of vocabulary. And as the result, they
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got a difficulty in comprehending the meaning of sentences and to express their

idea whether in spoken or written form.

In this research, the researcher chose vocabulary as the topic of this research

because vocabulary is an important part of learning a language. Vocabulary is one

of the important aspects that should be acquired in learning four language skills.

Vocabulary is divided into four types, these are content words, function words,

substitute words and distributed words. From these type of English vocabulary,

the content words (noun and verb) is taken as the material in English teaching

vocabulary since it is appropriate with Junior High School Students.

Besides that, based on Junior High School National Final Examination

(Depdiknas, 2006) that vocabulary earned the highest score (4 of 10 points) in

speaking and writing test, 40 percent in listening test score, and 30 percent in

reading test score.

Based on the researcher at SMP N 1 Pugung , it found out that most students SMP

N 1 Pugung of at the first year of 2010-2011 cannot achieve the curriculum target.

Most of the students did not pass the standard score of the school (KKM-that was

60). The researcher assumes that it was also caused of the teacher teaching

strategy. In Teaching learning process the teacher should considered the way of

teaching in order to get better result of students score. It is the teacher`s

responsibility to determine an appropriate way of teaching which is easier and

more useful for teaching, so that the students will be interested in learning

English. An interesting way in teaching will encourage the students to learn more

easily.
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Teaching learning process which emphasizes only on the list of vocabulary

without training the students to develop their vocabulary and involving them in

the activity that can also make them difficult to learn vocabulary. Cedder ( 1987:

136) states that learning vocabulary is not only matter of memorizing a number of

words, but how to present them in various communications set. It is difficult for

the students to keep in mind and produce the English words that they actually

have learn from a list of words, they will forget them soon. In memorizing the

word list, the students cannot remember the words immediately. They need the

process to remember the words list. The lack of students’ vocabulary is also

caused by strategy to keep their attention and motivation to study, so they are

bored in learning English especially in vocabulary.  The teacher should have

motivation to encourage the students in learning vocabulary.

Hence, the researcher more focused in increasing students’ vocabulary

achievement because vocabulary is one of the language aspects that are presented

in the classroom during leaching and learning process. As Wallace (1986) states

“vocabulary is the vital element of the language”. The existence of vocabulary is

considered important since it should be acquired, express and share ideas to other

people effectively.  A small number of words can be used effectively to express

an enormous number of ideas as in the case with speaking, it is important to get

learners to be able to make the best use of a small productive vocabulary. An

adequate vocabulary is also needed if learners are going to generate, develop, and

present ideas in their writing. The process of writing can be a contributor to

vocabulary acquisition by making learners grapple with the meaning of words as

they write.
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The students have problems to understand the reading texts, such as, paragraph,

sentences and meaning of words. In speaking class, the students cannot express

their idea clearly. When the teacher asked them to do a short conversation about

asking and giving information in front of the class, they will confuse and cannot

tell their idea clearly. The students also think that English is a very difficult and

boring subject. They have low motivation in learning English vocabulary. So they

do not have adequate vocabulary. The researcher also notes that the lack of

students` vocabulary is also caused by the lack of strategy to encourage their

attention and motivation to study. Sometime the teacher asked the students to

memorize the list of vocabulary without training them well in developing their

vocabularies. So they will be bored in learning English.

Based on the research result of Jayanti (2006:47) states that in memorizing word

list, the students cannot remember the word immediately, but need a process,

perhaps, after remembering words from list of words students are able to

remember them, but the words stay in the students mind just for a while. It is

because learning word list does not pass through some steps or strategies that

make the meaning of the words will stick in students mind.

This research is conducted because most of students especially Junior High

School did not know about the meaning of vocabulary even the familiar

vocabulary for the example, when the researcher asked the vocabulary of

occupation (doctor, mechanic, etc,) ,  the researcher saw that they were still low

and poor in vocabulary, they did not have adequate vocabulary. It makes them

difficult to use English in order to communicate to others.
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Based on the explanation above, the researcher wants to apply the Word

Association Technique in teaching vocabulary. Word Association Technique is a

way in which words come to be associated with each other and which influence

the learning and remembering of words (Richards :1985). By using this word

association technique, it is hoped that teaching vocabulary through word

association technique can increase students’ achievement.

1.2. Formulation of the Problem

Referring to the background above, the problem of the research is as follows:

Can word association technique significantly increase of student’s vocabulary

achievement at the first grade of SMP N 1 Pugung ?

1.3. Objective of the Research

Concerning to the problem above, the objective of this research was to find out

whether or not word association technique can significantly increase student’s

vocabulary achievement at the first grade of SMP NEGERI 1 PUGUNG

Tanggamus .

1.4 Uses of the Research

This research is useful both practically and theoretically,

1. Practically, as the information for English teacher of the result in

implementing word association technique.
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2. Theoretically, as the information whether the result of this research is

relevant or not to the theory. Moreover it can be used to verify the

previous theories dealing with the theories in this research and also as a

reference for further research.

1.5 Scope of the research

This research is about the teaching English vocabulary of occupation through

Word Association Technique. This research was conducted at the first grade of

SMPN 1 Pugung. In this research, the researcher focused on the implementation

of Word Association Technique as the technique in teaching vocabulary. The

researcher used picture as teaching media. The materials based on the 2006

curriculum of English for Junior High School. There were three time treatments in

this research. This focused vocabulary of occupation related to content words

(noun and verb)

1.6 Definition of Terms

Some terms are defined in order to give basic understanding of the related

variables and concepts. These are stated below:

1. Vocabulary is a set of words known to a person or entity, or that are part

of a specific language which will make the language meaningful.

2. Word Association Technique is a way in which words come to be

associated with each other and which influence the learning and

remembering of words (Richards :1985)
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3. Vocabulary achievement is a number of words that have already been

achieved by students as their basic knowledge, and those that will be

achieved by the students.


